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Mathematics

- Pa

Athil Goonesekera
BSc (Sri J'Pura), MSc Elect.Eng.( Latrobe), DipEd(Latrobe)
Secondary School Teacher

Mathematics is one of very important
subjects. This is the enabling disci-
pline for all of Science and
Technology that it is and to recognize
its power in providing tools for analyti-
cal thought and for concepts and lan-
guage for quantitative descriptions of
the world (RAND Mathematics Study
Panel, 2002).

Mathematics is not a very hard sub-
ject unless you make it hard by apply-
ing irrelevant tactics. As | believe by
birth every human is a
Mathematician. When grove up,
humanus practice different approach-
es to improve their mathematical abil-
ities. As Sri Lankans we should be
proud that we are excellent in mathe-
matics as a nation.

Mathematics is a subject that
improves most of the other abilities of
your brain such as logical thinking
and creative analysis. These abilities
will be very helpful to perform well in
most of the other subjects comes
under Engineering, Science,
Accounting, Management, law etc.

The effort that any one put to
improve their mathematical abilities
is very worthwhile to become very
sound in educationally. It is hard to
complain that any one can't do math-
ematics. This is totally depending
on their attitude and effort. Every one
can learn the subject just by having a
positive interest and putting a decent
effort. This is applicable for any other
subjects as well as for mathematics.
If any one complains that mathemat-
ics is hard, he or she should first talk
to him/herself and check whether a
reasonable effort had been put in the
past. It is very easy to improve their
attitude on the subject. Student
should change that "the attitude of
the Poor performance in mathemat-
ics is socially acceptable".

Sometimes there is a public percep-
tion encourage poor performance
expectations in mathematics instead
of the high expectations that are
needed. Students shouldn't get
caught to this perception.

This series of articles will be targeted

the students in following three cate-
gories:

I. Juniors (Years 7 & 8)

1. Seniors (Years 9 & 10)

Il VCE (Years 11 & 12)

Monthly there will be three sets of
questions for the given categories.
The suggested answers will be pub-
lished in the following month with
new set of questions. The main con-
cept of this article series is not to
teach you chapter by chapter. Issues
that have being recognized as con-
fusable (But not as you thought) will
be discussed while revising concepts
that you learn throughout the year.
Further, this will be targeted to:

* improve ability to communicate with
mathematics orally and in writing
*improve students' motivation and
attitudes towards mathematics

* create a positive atmosphere for
learning mathematics

* present mathematics as exciting
and interesting

* develop organizational skills and
learning how to manage time in
mathematical work

Your ideas suggestions and criti-
cisms always welcome to improve
this series of articles. Please don't
hesitate to contact the author via
pasqualathil_g@curl.aunz.net . The
author wishes you all the Very Best.
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