Criticizing the LTTE , Mr.
Devananda said, "Premier
Mahinda is the best
option available to the
Tamil-speaking people to
resolve their problems
non-violently and build a
secure future to achieve

their cherished goals of a
federal constitution."

In conclusion the TULF leader
lamented that it was very unfortunate
that the TNA Members of Parliament
who claim the L.T.T.E. as the "Sole
Representatives" of the Tamil people,
have not condemned neither the
recruitment of children nor any
killings including the latest killings of
Principals of two leading colleges in
Jaffna. Some TNA MPs are also
planning to take part in the rally in
Brussels.

Meanwhile, another LTTE's hit list
member, EPDP leader and Minister
Douglas Devananda has announced
that his party will back SLFP presi-
dential candidate Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa at the forthcom-
ing presidential poll. He urged all
Tamil-speaking people to vote for the
Premier.

Criticizing the LTTE , Mr. Devananda
said, "Premier Mahinda is the best
option available to the Tamil-speaking
people to resolve their problems non-
violently and build a secure future to
achieve their cherished goals of a
federal constitution.”

He also outlined his reasons to sup-
port Premier Rajapaksa through a
37-point programme. Minister
Devananda said that after several
rounds of open talks with the Prime
Minister, the EPDP has come to the
conclusion to support him.

He urged the Tamil-speaking people
to vote for Mahinda Rajapaksa with-
out being "misled by empty and
destructive emotions that would push
future generations to dreaded military
campaigns and bloodlettings."

SLMM Role

As usual the Norwegian Ceasefire
Monitors are just monitoring these
developments only by visiting to
those crimes had taken places.
Though they (SLMM) some time
make statement against the LTTE,
but those statements were only sim-
ple accusation against the LTTE.
However, if something done by the
security forces, whether it right or
wrong, the monitoring mission mak-
ing 'critical' statements accusing the
government forces without even con-
ducting any inquiry into the matter.
The latest example was that flying of
a Sri Lanka Air Force Unmanned
Aerial Vehicle (UAV) over the LTTE
held area in Mankulam, Vavuniya
October 19, where the UAV had
crashed into the LTTE area.

Soon after the incident, the SLMM's
Spokesperson Helen Olafsdottier
said that the air force had clearly vio-
lated the Ceasefire Agreement,
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signed between the government and
the LTTE three years ago.

"It is violating the spirit of the
Ceasefire Agreement. The LTTE has
brought the matter up with the
SLMM. We will be taking it up with
the Government", the SLMM
spokesperson said.

She made this comment after few
hours (less than two hours) the Air
Force announced that its one of UAV
had gone missing and it probably
crashed into the Tiger-held Vavuniya.
Normally the SLMM not giving any
comments about the incident until
their monitors physically go into the
incident took place and make any
inquiry into the incident.

But in this incident, the SLMM came
to a conclusion and made a 'prema-
ture' statement without finding 'any-
thing' about the matter. At that time
no bodies knew that the UAV had
crashed or not and if crashed
whether it crashed into government
held areas or LTTE held areas.

In this context the Government said
that it has legitimate right to conduct
air surveillance in any part of the
nation's air space. Howvere the gov-
ernment claimed that the UAV was
on a training mission at the time of it
crashed into the ground. In fact
Article 1.3 of the Ceasefire
Agreement also stating that "The Sri
Lankan armed forces shall continue
to perform their legitimate task of
safeguarding the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of Sri Lanka without
engaging in offensive operations
against the LTTE."

In another matter, the SLMM's
biased towards to what ever party,
was that soon after the killing of the
former Foreign Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar, SLMM did not make any
comment about the matter, though
the government showed clear evi-
dence that the LTTE was behind the
killing.

They (SLMM) only claimed that such
killing 'threat to the Ceasefire
Agreement and both parties should
take steps to prevent such incidents'.
Up to end of September, according
to the SLMM's statistics the LTTE
had violated the Ceasefire
Agreement 3186 times, during last
three year period. Most of the cases
were child recruitments and abduc-
tions.

The LTTE is in a habit not listening to
any advice given by the SLMM to
stop violating the CFA. SLMM has
the authority to act against the viola-
tion of the CFA within the frame work
of the Agreement, but in most cases,
the SLMM only critical towards the
security forces not towards the LTTE.
But the SLMM had to play a key role
during the forthcoming Presidential
election period, as LTTE in major
way is planning to sabotage the elec-
tion in north and east. Intelligence
reported to the government last week
that LTTE had planned to assassi-
nate key characters involving in the
election and also block voters from
voting in north and east by way of
threatening the civilians. It is now up
to the SLMM to help the government
to hold a free and fair election this
time.
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