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Just as 100 Sri Lankans who live in
Australia about why did they come to this
country. I have no doubt that 90% might say
that 'education of their children' was the primary stimulus! Under the presumption that
the above observation is correct, let us talk
about parenting and children's education
with no particular order! When new Sri
Lankan families arrive in Australia, they are
required to compromise their parenting
practices from their own country with those
of their country of residence. This is a quite
challenging and complex issue which needs
very careful attention as parents are faced
with basically two sets of values- one from
our own traditional Sri Lankan beliefs and
the other from the country that they migrate
to, that is Australia. One of the most challenging questions they might face and the
greatest anxiety they may experience at this
juncture is the impact of the host culture on
their children. As new parents in this new
society, we all face with this dilemma.
Quite clearly, there is dissonance between
practices from both countries and families
need to decide if they wish to discard,
amend or continue to use them in their original form. Australia is one of the most multicultural countries in the world and we live
in a barrage of so many cultures that
migrants bring with them. Notwithstanding
the fact that we live in a society with such a
diverse and rich culture, parenting in such
26 jk msfgka
Tyq uki msysgqjdf.k m%{dfjka l<
fyd| muKla isyshg kÕd .ksñska
urKhg ierfikafka kñs " ús,dmh bosßsfha
Tyqf.a wd;au Yla;sh oshùS f.dia
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isyshg kÕñska oeäs ksÍSËKhlska th w;a
ús|skafka kñs " thu Ndjkdjlg
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iqkaor;ajfhka wefrk fodrgqjla úsh yel'
fñs YÍSrho is;o - - lho uf.a fkdfús
kñs " kd ud;%slj mukla ug ,eîSS we;aku
" wksjd¾ahfhkau tajd uf.ka bj;aúsh
hq;=uh' l¾au Yla;sh u; r|d mj;sk
wdhqld,fhys .uka uÕ os.=lr .ekSug
lsisfjl=g n,hla Yla;shla fkdue;' tfia
kñs Wm;;a urKh;a w;r osfjk ld,h
m%{dfjka - Ndjkdfjka ld,h .; lrkafka kñs " wmg wm yer hdu ÿqlla fkdjkafkah'
cSús;ho mj;skafkah - urKho
mj;skafkah' fñs kHdh uq¿ f,djgu fmdÿq
O¾au;djhls' ìsfhka " oeäs f,daNfhka "
ffjrfhka fmf,k mqoa.,hd urKska miqj
,nkafka whym;a W;am;a;shls' kuq;a
ikaiqka ukiska" fúsokd bjiñska "
wdYdjka ke;sl< mqoa.,hd ,nkafka
Ydka;sodhl urKhls' hful= hym;a
cSús;hla .;l,d kñs tu ;eke;a;df.a
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an environment needs reflection and assessment constantly to face with traditional values, norms and attitudes that can be confronting at times!
As a university academic, I often hear comments and praise about parenting in a foreign country. When I talked to many Sri
Lankan friends in Australia, they all
expressed certain amount of anxiety over
their children's future, particularly with
regard to their potential behavioural pattern
in adolescence. These comments, criticisms
and praise suggest that they have to juggle
their values, attitudes and beliefs in order to
accommodate their children who grow up
among friends with different ways of thinking and behavioural pattern. Whilst our children may look like South Asians or more
precisely Sri Lankan, their outlook often do
not reflect Sri Lankan traditions or behavioural expectations. What we have here is a
child or young adult in a university who
looks Sri Lankan but speaks English with an
Australian accent and who is not very comfortable even with their parents on some
issues. When they grow old, they simply
deviate from their parents' expected behavioural pattern and adapt to the most of the
values in the Australian society.
Despite this inevitability, most Sri Lankan
parents have very strong feelings and expectations about how they want their children to
be raised, what carrier prospects they might
have and what values are important, particuwjidk is;=ús,a,o " iajNdjfhkau l=i,a
iys; jkafkah'Tyq olskafka ;uka hkakd jq
ia:dkh ms<sn| ukialdka; o¾aYkhkah';uka
úsiska lf,a whym;a l%shdjka kñs wjika
fudfydf;a Tyq olskafka whym;a l%shdjka
fyda ksrh fyda wY=N fmr ksñs;sh'
wm l=uk W;am;a;shla ,enqjo ixidr .uk "
Wm; yd urKh hk pl%h blaukskau wjika
lsÍSfñs n,dfmdfrd;a;=j we;' ta pl%h wjika
lsÍSug kñs " ksjk hgf;ys Ydka;s iqjh ,nd
.ekSug isÿqjkq we;'
flfkl= osfha .s,S " wk;;=rlg Ndckh ùS
fkdis;+ f,ig fkdis;+ fudfyd;l ñsh .sfha
kñs Tyq l, we;s fyd| fkdfyd| l%shd
wkqj wjidk is;=ús,a, iq.;s.dóS fyda
ÿq.;s.dóS úsh yel' wm cSj;a jk ld,h ;=,
fyd| krl iñsñsY%Kfha m%:sm,h wkqj
wmf.a B,Õ wd;au Njh ;SrKh jkq we;'
ukd wjfndaOhlska - m%{dfjka isysfhka wm
isáskafka kñs " wl=i,a is;sús,s wmf.a ukig
we;=¿ fkdùS ikaiqkaj wfma .uk hd yel'
isysfhka isàSu n,j;a idOlhla ùS we;af;a "
th wmf.a urKhgo" kj Wm;go ;oskau
n,mdkakla úsh yels neúsks'
tfia kñs cSj;aj isásk iq¿ ld,h ;=, .=K
oñs jvd Ndjkd uÕska is; " hym;a wruqKq
lrd muKla fhdojd .kafka kñs" ìsh iel
ke;s iqkaor urKhlg wj;S¾aK ùSug lsisjl=
wfmdfydi;a fkdjkq we;'
t ksid hym;a is;=ús,s muKla isf;ys
r|jdf.k whym;a l%shd oduhkaf.ka je<lS
pska;k Yla;sh nqoaOsh fufyhjd Ndjkd
jvñska ljod fyda wm lrd tk urKhg
fkdìshj fkdie,S " myka is;ska uqyqK oSug
wd;au Yla;sh we;s lrf.k iqkaor
urKhlg ysñslñs lSug jdikdj Yla;sh
,Õdlr .kak'

larly in relation to future carrier, marriage
and child-parent relationship. The children's
education, carrier prospects, marriage and
the close nexus with children are very
important issues for Sri Lankan parents to be
dealt with, during their stay with a good
understanding of cultural gap between these
two societies.
It is clear that every society has good and
bad values but what we are talking about
here is how different cultures prioritize these
values on a broader perspective. For example, the Australian parents tend to encourage
their children to be more independent at an
earlier stage than a 'traditional' Sri Lankan
family. Most of us set priorities, standards
and future carrier orientation for our children without much consultation with their
children whereas many Australian parents
allow their children to chose for themselves
and pursue any carrier path they want. We
usually oppose if our children decide to
leave us at the age of 16 or 17 or most certainly before the marriage.
Now, let's talk about academic achievements
as opposed to other priorities in life.
Basically, we like other Asian parents value
academic achievements as true success in
life and we do whatever we can to achieve
that target. We place a higher value on
selected occupations such as medicine, engineering, computing and presumably no value
on sports or show business. The achievements in the field of sport or in the show
business are not something we give priority
and some parents actively discourage children to abandon such orientations. In

Australian society, sports play a significant
part of a child's life so that our children face
a difficult choice in their adolescence and
conceptually, they are sandwiched between
their parents' expectations and the expectations of the wider society. It is clear that we
are expected to have a community, interpersonal focus whereas Australian parents who
are competitive, individualistic and materially oriented are viewed by the majority as
successful. We have to make a decision as to
which characteristics we prefer to discourage
and which characteristics we wish to encourage in order to prepare our children towards
their desired outcomes.
Let's talk about the culture. Sometimes we
use this term in everyday life without much
meaning in it. Basically it includes all the
learned and symbolic aspects of human societies including language, customs and conventions by which human behaviour distinguished from that of other primates. We
know that human behaviour is largely culturally, not genetically determined. When we
live in Australia, and bring up children in
this new society, it is inevitable that our children will interact more with Australian children, no matter whether they are English,
Greek or Italian. In percentage terms, they
spend more time on talking and playing with
new friends than the time they spend on talking to their parents. We need to know that
they learn a great deal from their peers than
they do from their parents. We all need to
keep in mind that these peers are not similar
to the ones we had in our primary or secondary school, who recited stanzas and poems
on every Monday morning! We get punished
for playing the fool!, mispronouncing the
unpronounceable stanzas or for trashing a
mosquito on the leg! What about the respect
and obedience that we all expect from our
children? I am not talking about whether that
respect should be earned or expected. The
issue here is that we expect some respect and
obedience from our children and we get
depressed when we find that there is no such
thing as 'respect' in this society!
(To be continued)

