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'SL Cricket in Australia

V)

Focus on the 2 tests / Can Murali gain the 9wkits?

George Mendis

TR Sri Lankans
‘Gin SL and
~ the big
* numberin
Australia
~ |are anx-
iouisly hop-
ing for a
win at one
of the Tests
and a draw
in the other
--and also
i Murali get-
‘,‘ ting at least
7 T ] 9wickets --
' T . loverpower-
ing Ponting's remarks that Oz will not
allow M to beat Warne's record. SL is
now giving a sound Warne-ing to Ponting
that M will bowl him out with highly spun
Dooshras and gather more wickets than
required to outbeat Warne--the Oz simple
leg spinner.

Vaas/Malinga/Dilhara. All this means
that SL has to be well prepared
before the clash on::
Preparation/special training to

meet tough/long situations....
Managing efficiently the wiles and
traps laid out for our bats ....Aussie
strong points and weaknesses /
placement of the good dielders e.g a
good short leg for Ponting,
alert/active fielders at
squareleg/overhead for
Hayden/Gilchrist..... Mind set training
of our batsmen to avoid victimisation
by traps ..say at square leg for
Sanath/Sanga and also preserve
emotiomal balance at crude remarks
and sledging .....etc etc

As we in the Island are very keen
on our SL vs Oz cricket challenges ,
let me make a few suggestions on
our own cricket giants ::--

Batting---Santh J has to score yet
stay long until the opening stand
reaches &0-100,While he chases the
ball out of the lines often, let patience
win the day with more ones/twos-

Thu Nov 8 -Mon Nov 12

Fri Nov 16 - Tue Nov 20

Australia Vs Sri Lanka

Australia v Sri Lanka at Brisbane, 1st Test

Australia v Sri Lanka at Hobart, 2nd Test

The Aussies say they are well prepared
and trained to meet the bowling strengths

of Murali and the pacemen
ol
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.Sanath is still our Goliath on the
runs .Sangakkara has the shots to
prove his world class yet patience is
essential as the sheet anchor for him
to hold the fort..

Mahela J is on a bad patch--this will
get erased out as we are sure his
square drives and pulls for sixes will
come true with a little more calm-
ness/ From among the middle order
Chamara can go his normal way--yet
Mubarak and Mahroof should use the
long handle more and pick the cor-
rect balls seeing the field placemnts
carefully.

Bowling-SI awaits gains from Vaas
with the use more of his revere swi-
ings --we rely on Malinga ron his
yorkers, on Dilhara with his bumbers
blended in between witha secretive
slow balls.

Muraliu with his dooshras will create
the ground for the bowlers reap the
benefits

Fielding will be the crucial factor--
GHP trio cannot be given a second
chance--Hayden/Ponting will be the
thorns. Captaincy by Mahela is OK--
yet collective effort by the team in
regular consutation with seniors will
make it a day for SL.

My final shot--heres the latest news
from Australia on around 13th Nov
and later--

Sri Lanks beats Australia- win one
win and a draw . Murali gets over
9wickets and is proclaimed the
world's best spinner. at a Test /draws
the 2nd eh other
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