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Our Dance Teacher
From Sri Lanka

Before my sister, my brother and | had started Sinhala dancing we didn't know what to
expect and we didn't really want to learn. But now it is different and we like dancing so
much nothing will make us stop.

Firstly | would like to thank our parents who explained the value of Sinhala cultural
dancing.

Our dance teacher is Dinesh Apasinghe, who is kind, honest and very talented. He is
a determined person who loves to teach Sinhala dancing to us. As | told you before we
didn't want to lean dancing but as we continued our love for dancing developed and we
will continue it for a very long time, mostly because our dance teacher is responsible
and is willing to help us achieve as high as we can. We admire Dinesh Mama when he
corrects older brothers and sisters who has had more experience in dancing. He helps
them achieve the correct method of dancing so they can help younger people learn just
the way he taught the older brothers and sisters.

Even though some students find it hard to remember all the wannam and the songs,
Dinesh mama still helps us over and over and over again with such a kind manner.

My brother, sister and | all love to go to sinhala dancing every weekend. My brother
keeps saying the wannam and practising all the time, even if we are walking to school
he will rendomly sing the wannam happily to himself. It is funny but | take it as a sing of
joy.

We are very lucky to have a dance teacher so talented.

At the same time we want to thank all the religious leaders who help us to learn reli-
gion.

We would also like to thank Tikiri magazine director Vineetha Wijerathna nanda for
introducing such a good humble teacher and we thank all the other dance teachers in
Australia.

They are all helping the young Sri Lankan children to find out more about their won-
derful culture. We thank all the Sinhala Language Teachers too, for giving us knowledge
about our loving Sri Lankan Society where we work together as a team whether we are
young or small. We'd love to thank all those other who have done small things that

IHhave made a huge difference. Those little things that normal people can do to help a lot

of others is very generous.

People like this have hepled keep part of Sri Lanka in Australia.

To all tha parents, thank you for showing us the correct ways to cultivate our customs
with their kind hearts and thoughts.

And finally, we would like to thank and wish our Dance Teacher Dinesh Mama, we
wish him good luck ato accomplish his goals and achievements for his wonderful future.

Sandamalie Wijetunga
Ruwanthi Wijetunga
Dineth Wijetnga
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