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due reward for past and present virtue. The calm
of this supposed paradise of human rights was
rudely interrupted by the Chinese Red Army's
great victories of 1948-49 in Manchuria.
Rohana Wijeweera, founder and greatest
theoretician of the JVP, considered the
relationship between the final victory of the
Chinese Communist Party in October 1949 and
the rights of backward Central Asian nations
such as the Tibetans to self-determination. In
part, he says: "The Chinese Revolution, having
consolidated itself within the heartland of China,
then involved itself in the affairs of the regions
conquered by the Chinese emperor. The Chinese
Communist Party never considered granting
the right of self-determination to these subject
nations, and the formula (suthraya) of the right
of nations to self-determination never entered
the programme of the Chinese Communist
Party." He remarks that: “No Marxists took the
side of the Dalai Lama on the basis of the right
of nations to self-determination." In taking this
view, " All the Marxists of the day acted as true
Marxists. What the Tibetan question proved
again was that the national question only has a
class answer. “Comrade Wijeweera then makes
the original and penetrating observation that
in the modern world it is not only Marxists
who consider the national question within the

class question: "Even the imperialists, who try
to arouse nationalist feelings in the socialist
countries to spread the poison of nationalism and
conspire to create national enmities, by doing so,
they consider the national question within the
class question -- from their side.”

Even though nine years late, the Chinese
Red Army battalions approached Lhasa in 1958
to bring Tibet from darkness to the light of human
community. By then the two brothers of the Dalai
Lama were already working for the CIA, which
armed and trained Tibetan nationalist groups,
and air-dropped them into Tibet to organise and
launch the 1959 rebellion. At that stage the total
population living on the world's highest plateau
was only 1.275 million, due to its unfavourable
climate and feudal-slave backwardness. This was
the figure reported by the Dalai Lama-led local
government, yet later he was to claim that “more
than 1.2 million Tibetans are dead as a result
of the Chinese occupation." Needless to say,
no evidence of such a massacre has ever been
found.

Today, the central Chinese government
exempts Tibet from all taxation and provides
over 90% of Tibet's government expenditure
(roughly US $2.5 billion each year). Most of
this is spent on infrastructure projects like the
big hydro-electric dam on the Lhasa River
which will provide electricity to most of central

Tibet. According to the last census in 2000, the
population of Tibetans in the TAR has surged
from 1.2 million in 1964 to more than 2.41
million in 2000, 92 per cent of the region's
total population. Life expectancy has risen
from 35.5 years in the 1950s to the present 67.
Only 5.9 per cent of the TAR's population are
ethnic Han Chinese, which refutes the Dalai
Lama's widely-reported claim that "owing to
Han immigration, the Tibetans have become a
minority in Tibet".

The representatives and media mouth-
pieces of international finance capital look at
the Tibetan national question and the riots from
their side of the class question. They also put
forward their concept of "human rights" from
their side of the class question. By "human
rights" they mean formal rights which can
only be properly exercised by the bourgeoisie.
Consequently, the Chinese Communist Party
and its critics are at cross-purposes in their
arguments over human rights. What the CCP
means is not a pompous list of formal human
rights which excludes the most important one —
the right to existence. Instead it means a record
of nearly 50 years of solid social progress,
though not without errors, that has provided
all Tibetans living in the People's Republic of
China with reasonable hopes of a truly human
life.
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