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;ak Y%S f.a Wmydr Wf,,la 

wf.daia;= 24 ixúOdkh lr, 

ug;a tkak lsh, ;snqK' ta;a 

uka t;kg .shyu hs ±k.;af;a .dhlfhda 

.s; rplfhda wd§ka ñi rislfhda t;rï 

ysáfha ke;s nj' wvq ;rfï weu;sjre jf.a 

whj;a ysáfha kE' ta ixúOdhlfhd ta ksidu 

ieureu tfõf,u l,a ±ïu' yqÕ fofkla 

.sfha nek nek' we;a;g u tfyu wvqjla 

lrkjg jvd l,a oumq tl fyd|hs' fudlo 

ug jqk;a r;ak Y%S f.a lú j,g jvd .S; 

.ek f,dl= we,aula we;sfj,d ;snqk tl 

ld,hl' uka ys;kafka tfyu rislfhda 

úYd, msßila bkakj lsh, hs' fldfydug;a 

ixúOdhlfhd kï ug fmkqfka cd;sjd§ 

hqOjd§ka njhs' ±ka fï /,a,g wiq fkdjqk 

wh bkafka b;du iq¿ fofkla ksid ta Wvu 

Tjqkaf.a  m%h;akh msgq olskak nE' ta ksihs 

uka Tjqka m,l, iure l,dmh lshj, 

ne,qfõ'

tys§ wcka;d rKisxy fufyu lsh, 

;snqK'  —''''''' we;eï úg iuyre lshkj 

r;ak Y%S ,shk .S; f;afrkafka kE lsh,' 

tal fjku l;kaorhla' wms fïl fufyu 

lshuq' Ñ;% Ys,amsfhla w¢kjd Ñ;%hla' ´kdu 

flfkl=g ;u ;ukag leu;s úÈhg w¾: 

olajkak mq¿jka''''''' tksid lD;sh .ek 

tlu wdldrfhka ys;kak ´k keye''''''˜

l,dj yd woyia ±laùu tlu fkdfjhs 

lsh, uka yeu fj,dfõu lshkj' woyia 

ksYaÑ; úh hq;=hs' ;¾ldkql+, úh hq;=hs 

tfyu ke;akï ta woyia j,ska jevla kE' 

ta;a l,dj ta úÈhg ;¾l rduqjla ;=, kE' 

thska we;sfjkafka yeÕSï' thska okjkafka 

fõokd' fõokd j,g;a ms<sfj,la ;sfhkj' 

ta;a ;¾ldkql+, kE' tafl ms<sfj,  fjkia' 

jpk Ndú;d l,dg lúhla ta wkqj ;¾lfhka 

jgyd .kak nE' ta joka j,ska we;sjk" cks; 

lrk" yeÕSï yryd hkak ´k' ta wkqj ;ud 

ú£u ,efnkafka" yeÕSï we;s fjkafka' fï 

wkqj woyila §uhs yeÕSï w÷kajd oSuhs 

ikaixokh lrkak nE' r;ak Y%S úfÊisxy 

b;d ishqï f,i yeÕSï y÷kajd ÿka kQ;k 

lúfhla yd .S; rplfhla' thdg mq¿jka 

jqkd b;du ksrjq,aj yeÕSï 

cks; lsÍug wod, joka 

Ndú;d lrkak' tal ;ud 

ienE lsúfhl=f.a yelshdj' 

wcka;d fufyu lshkj' 

—''' yoj; lïmkh lrkd 

.S;hla kï wkak l,d 

lD;shla ìysfj,d' tal ;ud 

fyd| .S;hl ;sìh hq;= 

jkafka''''''˜ uka ta woyig 

uq¨ukskau tlÕhs' woyia 

±laùulska jegySula 

we;sfjkak ´kE jf.au 

l,djlska lïmkhla 

ukig ±fkkak ´k' 

B,Õg uka leu;shs 

iuka l=udr lshk foh;a 

úuid n,kak' Tyq lshkj fufyu' —''''' 

r;ak Y%S meyeÈ,sju ck;djd§ lúfhl= úh' 

tfy;a ck;djdofha tk nrm;, oDIaÀjd§ 

mS,s mekSïj,ska Tyq ú;ekaúh'''''˜  fï wh 

lshk ck;djd§ lúh fudllao lsh, ug 

kï meyeÈ,s keye' ta;a yeÕSï kï fldgia 

follg lvkak mq¿jka' tlme;a;lska mqoa., 

iïnkaOh Wv we;sjk wdor" wkdor yeÕSï 

yd wfkl=;a mqoa., w;aú|Sï u; we;sjk 

l,dj yd woyia ±laùu tlu 
fkdfjhs lsh, uka yeu fj,dfõu 
lshkj' woyia ksYaÑ; úh hq;=hs' 
;¾ldkql+, úh hq;=hs tfyu 
ke;akï ta woyia j,ska jevla kE' 
ta;a l,dj ta úÈhg ;¾l rduqjla 
;=, kE' thska we;sfjkafka yeÕSï' 
thska okjkafka fõokd' fõokd 
j,g;a ms<sfj,la ;sfhkj' ta;a 
;¾ldkql+, kE' tafl ms<sfj, 
fjkia' jpk Ndú;d l,dg 
lúhla ta wkqj ;¾lfhka jgyd 
.kak nE' ta joka j,ska we;sjk" 
cks; lrk" yeÕSï yryd hkak 
´k'

yeÕsï' wfkla w;g iudc l=,lhkg 

fmdÿfõ we;sjk w;a±lSï ;=, cks; jk 

yeÕSï' fujeks yeÕSï mqoa.,fhl=g we;s 

jqk;a th ta yd iuÕu jeä msßila w;aú¢ 

ye.Sï fjkak mq¿jka' ndgd jev j¾ckfha 

kdhl;ajfha ysgmq vhia ifydaorhd tu 

igk ;=, ;ukag we;sjqk fõokdjka .ek 

l:d lrk fldg ug f;areK tajd fmdÿfõ 

wfkla ndgd lïlrejka w;aú¢ fõokd nj' 

iuyrúg fï úÈhg mSç; ck fldgia j, 

fmdÿ fõokdjka ±laùu ck;djd§ lúh 

yeáhg y÷kajkjd fjkak mq¿jka' r;ak Y%S 

iudc wr.,h ;=, neg ldmq flfkla' ta 

wkqj Tyqg tu ck fõokdjka y÷kd.kak 

mq¿jka jqkd' 

 yenehs fï jf.a fmdÿ fõokd ;sfhkafka 

mEf.k mx;shg muKla fkdfjhs' ì| jefgk 

md,l mx;Skag;a Tjqkaf.a weoySï f,dl=hs' 

uOHld,Sk hqfrdamfha jevjiï iudch foaj 

Nla;sh by,g tfiõjd' ta yq§ ckhd jYS 

lr.kakg' ta;a ;ukq;a tu Nla;shg hg 

jqkd' uhsl,a wekacf,da f.a ld,fha l,dj 

;=, Tjqkaf.a ixlS¾K Nla;suh yeÕSï 

iïNdjH l,djg uq,a jqkd' tl f;areulska 

Dr Olga Mendis’reply

We refer to the piece by Dr Olga Mendis 

published in Sannasa‘s August issue and 

relating to our column’s review of her 

publication: Journey of Sri Lankans in 

Victoria.

   Dr Olga Mendis had obtained a grant of an 

undisclosed amount from VMC to present a 

book about Sri Lankans in Melbourne. Thus, 

she has been a benefi ciary of public funds 

contributed by taxpayers. She had therefore a 

responsibility cast on her to perform a public 

duty in the sense of duty by the taxpayers 

and duty by the Sri Lankans in Melbourne. 

Her furious reaction to a professional review 

presented in this column refl ects a different 

thinking where she believes she is not 

accountable to the community for what she 

does with the money. 

   Dr Mendis is content with the fl attering 

messages of VIPs carried in the preliminary 

pages of the book. It is common knowledge 

that to VIPs this kind of message writing is a 

mere PR exercise where they say nice things 

to please. Such messages are usually written 

for them by either the publishers themselves 

or by their staff typically without even 

reading the contents of the works concerned. 

They are never regarded as testimony except 

by those prone to self-deception.

    In our review we have pointed out with 

hard facts that the book has no useful purpose 

other than to serve as desultory memoirs of a 

teeny proportion of Sri Lankans in Victoria; 

JOURNEY OF SRI LANKANS 

IN VICTORIA

tajd;a tfykï ck;djd§ l,djka' fudlo@ 

tod isá md,kh iuÕ ne÷k ck;djf.a     

Nla;sh yd weoySï j, ;shqKq ;eka thska 

fmkajk ksid' tod 1970 .Kka j, Bkshd 

iudcjd§kaf.a fmr,sh ;=, úúO foaj,a ck 

i;= l,d' ;ks rgl iudcjdoh f.dvk.

kak nE lshmq ñksiaiqu l=vd rgl yeu 

foau cki;= lsÍfï úhrejlg fhduq jqkd' 

urodfka nqydß fydag,h;a cki;= l,d' 

tod fï cki;= lsÍï ksid foaYSh Okm;s 

fldgiq;a fõokdjg m;aj ck;d úfrdaOh 

iuÕ fm, .eiqkd' tl ;ekl uka okak 

f,dl= foaYSh Okm;sfhla ;ukaf.a ish¿ 

foa cki;= lroa§ uqøKd,h mukla fírd 

.ekSug ormq jEhu .ek wkqfõokSh l:d 

- jla lr, ;snqK' tu fõokdj tjeks f,dl= 

l=vd Okm;s msßilg fmdÿ fõokdjla jkak 

mq¿jka' fï fõokdjka fm, .iajk lúhla 

,shejqfkd;a th;a ck;djd§ fjkj o@

fï úÈhg iudc.; fõokdjka .ek 

l,djla we;sùu ck;djdoS o hkak l;d 

lsßu f;areula ke;s fohla fjkj' l,dj 

ck;djd§ o keoao hkakg jvd l,d lD;sh 

fld;rï l,d;aul o hkak úuid ne,sh 

hq;=hs' wfkla w;g kjH mq¿,a fõokd 

y÷kajd fok l,djlska u;= lrjk  lemùï" 

Nla;Ska yd wdYajdohka fudk mx;shg wh;ao 

hkak fidhd ne,Su jeo.;a jqj;a thska l,d 

lD;shg jákdlï §u fyd| fohla fkfuhs' 

tfyu lrkakg hEu ;=, iïNdjH l,dj 

l=Kq f.dvg ±ñh hq;=h hk igka mdGh 

u;= fjkak;a mq¿jka' 

r;ak Y%S 1970$80 oYl j, ks¾Ok 

mx;sl ck;djg uqyqK fokakg jQ fõkdjka 

;=, biau;=j wd w;a±lSï lúh" .S;h ;=,ska 

t,shg ±óu ksid u mx;Skaf.a m%ldYKhla 

jQ nj we;a;' ta ksid u ks¾Ok tä;rhka yd 

jdu nqoaêu;=ka úYd, jYfhka Tyqf.a  .S; 

m%sh l,d' tfy;a ta Wvu Tyq m%nqoaO lúfhla 

fjkafka kE' we;a;g u Tyq m%nqoaO lúfhla 

fjkafka ;uka okjk yd cks; lrk yeÕSï 

fudk foa jqk;a th Wiiau joka ixhq;shla 

;=,ska wmg ±lajQ ksihs' 

that it is hopelessly slipshod; and that it is 

biased. Dr Mendis has wasted away a great 

opportunity for Sri Lankans. She tries to 

pass the buck to the “editorial board” hardly 

realizing that the editors’ note clearly states 

that they were not responsible for the contents 

and that they merely corrected expression.

- SJ

ikaki miq.sh l<dmfha m<jQ 

—fï jxpKslhkag wiq fkdjkak˜ 

uefhka jHdc fg,sfldï iud.ï 

iunkaOj jQ mqj; tx.,ka;fha 

isg l%shd;aul jk VX Telecom 

iud.ug wod, fkdjk nj 

lreKdfjka i<lkak¡ 

;u iud.u b;d úYajdijka; 

f,i ish lghq;= l%shd;aul lrñka 

isák nj;a ;u iud.u yryd 

ÿrl;k myiqlï ,nd.ekSfï§ 

lsisÿ wdldrhl wmyiq;djla ish 

mdßfNda.slhkg isÿ fkdjkakg 

;uka j. n,d .kakd nj;a tu 

wdh;kh wmg okajd we;¡ ;u 

iud.u bÈßhg;a tu úYajdih 

iqrlsk nj o VX Telecom iud.

u mjihs¡

—fï jxpKslhkag wiq fkdjkak˜ 

lreKq meyeos<s lsrSula


