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“l“ YOUR SELF AND
YOUR FAMILY

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

auffeur driven brand new car
available in Sri Lanka
for safe travelling on your holidays.
Fuel efficient with A/c maximum 4 passengers AU3$26
er-day~including Driver wages. First 100 kms free.
‘or additionh}l‘ 100kms you only pay AU$10. Payments can
be made inAustralia or Sri Lanka. Minimum booking is for 7 days.

@8 Call Ajith for early booking on
0425 779 142 Or 03 9748 3496

BY USING

www.sannasa.net
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JOURNEY OF SRI LANKANS

IN VICTORIA

Dr Olga Mendis’reply

We refer to the piece by Dr Olga Mendis
published in Sannasa‘s August issue and
relating to our column’s review of her
publication: Journey of Sri Lankans in
Victoria.

Dr Olga Mendis had obtained a grant of an
undisclosed amount from VMC to present a
book about Sri Lankans in Melbourne. Thus,
she has been a beneficiary of public funds
contributed by taxpayers. She had therefore a
responsibility cast on her to perform a public
duty in the sense of duty by the taxpayers
and duty by the Sri Lankans in Melbourne.
Her furious reaction to a professional review
presented in this column reflects a different
thinking where she believes she is not
accountable to the community for what she
does with the money.

Dr Mendis is content with the flattering
messages of VIPs carried in the preliminary
pages of the book. It is common knowledge
that to VIPs this kind of message writing is a
mere PR exercise where they say nice things
to please. Such messages are usually written
for them by either the publishers themselves
or by their staff typically without even
reading the contents of the works concerned.
They are never regarded as testimony except
by those prone to self-deception.

In our review we have pointed out with
hard facts that the book has no useful purpose
other than to serve as desultory memoirs of a
teeny proportion of Sri Lankans in Victoria;

that it is hopelessly slipshod; and that it is
biased. Dr Mendis has wasted away a great
opportunity for Sri Lankans. She tries to
pass the buck to the “editorial board” hardly
realizing that the editors’ note clearly states
that they were not responsible for the contents
and that they merely corrected expression.

-SJ
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