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From page 4 (Military Conuuest..)

now completed, the military assault
has no further relevance and would be
detrimental to long term peace if it were
continued. The next stage in tackling
the LTTE insurgency has to be handled
entirely differently and with different
skills; preferably different personnel
should be in charge. It is a stage when the
military keeps to the background; the gun
is not pointed and the same ‘war’ assumes
a humane mode. The mission would be to
reintegrate the Tamil populace into the
mainstream by winning hearts and minds
and thereby undermining the insurgent’s
base. Studies of the successful control
of insurgency in countries like Malaysia,
Ireland, and, recently, Iraq have shown that
such an approach brings long term results.
Social and political solutions come to the
fore.

The modern theory of insurgency
control has been enshrined in the US manual
of counter insurgency. This was written
by General David Petraeus, warrior-
scholar and the man who led the surge in
Iraq and transformed the situation there
into one of stability. Iraq is no longer the
American failure. Petracus is now trying to
do the same thing in Afghanistan. "Counter-
insurgents should prepare for a long-term
commitment" is one sentence from the
manual, "offensive operations are only the
beginning," is another.

As General Templar said of the
Malayan Emergency over fifty years ago,
“the shooting side of this business is only 25
per cent of the trouble.” The real challenge
for Sri Lanka now lies ahead. Steps taken
in this direction would determine the long
term future of the country.




