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MEDD 6EE ®OEY DO 8O ¢ 9
@. um One quiet evening in the
month of November
2008, against the backdrop of the raging civil
war waged by the Tamil Tiger terrorists, a large
number of patriotic Sri

Viru Daru Diriya Fund

burse financial assistance to the children of
school going age from families of disabled and
deceased soldiers. Collecting of funds began
in earnest in January 2007. As was anticipated
the ever-gener-
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Lankans began to assemble
at the Morleigh community
hall in East Bentleigh, all with
one objective in mind - to
explore ways and means to
assist the armed forces. At the
time, hundreds of security per-
sonnel were dying in the bat-
tle fields daily and hundreds
more were being injured,
some even being maimed for
life. News from the war front
was dreadful.

The meeting was graced by a
special invitee - the celebrated
Sri Lankan film actor-producer
Deshabandu Satischandra

ous Sri Lankan
community from
Australia as well
as in several
other countries
around the globe
chipped in.
Contacts were
made with the 'SL
Army Seva

_ Vanitha Unit'
which readily
made available to
us lists of deserv-
ing children.
Around this time
news reached us
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about a proposal
by the same unit
to establish a
special school
named
‘Senehasa' in
Manning Town for
chaol built in Manning town, Colombo the benefit of
s | Y 1 4 those children
who suffered from mental and physical disabil-
ities. A survey conducted then among affected
Ranaviru families by medical personnel had
revealed that as many as 350 or more children
born to the families of soldiers during this peri-
od suffered from mental disabilities. Although

Edirisinghe. Tears trickled
down the cheeks of many
members in the audience as
the lyrics of the song
"Muhunda Debakara--", drifted
towards them over the loud
speakers. Hearts began to
throb while the trickles of
tears developed into streams
when scenes from a video clip taken at the battle
front, was cast onto a screen. The mass outflow
of sadness and compassion encouraged the
audience even more in their determination to
help out as best as they could. Thus was born
the 'Viru Daru Diriya' organization.

Right at the beginning, a target of $ 100,000.00
was agreed upon. The prime focus was to dis-
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