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gal sons who coincidentally happened to
be himself a Nalandian .It is also interest-
ing to note that the actor received the
award at the "Malalasekera Hall" of the
school, named after the first principal of
Nalanda College late professor Gunapala
Malalasekera.The media Secretary of the
organizing committee said that the idea
behind this award was to honour their past
pupils ,who have emerged as distin-
guished personalities in society by serving
and nourishing various arts with their many
talents. It was under the guidance of
U.A.S.Perera at Nalanda College that
Henry Jayasena and many other students
made their way into the theatre and other
fields of Arts.

The veteran Dramatist was married to tal-
ented actress Manel Ilangakoon in the
year 1962. She acted as the lead actress
in Jayasena's drama 'Kuweni' for which
she won the best actresses award as well
as for her singing. She started to act just
one year after their marriage. She made a
very valuable contribution to 'Hunuwataye
Kathawa' (Chalk Circle) portraying the
main female role as 'Grushe' For 32 years,
opposite the main male character of Judge
Azdak portrayed by her husband. Their
only son Sudaraka during his early years
acted for the little Prince Micheal. Actress
Manel predeceased him after 42 years of
married life on the 24th July 2004 following
a prolonged renal failure.

Henry Jayasena's debut in films was in Sri
296 in the year 1959. During the 1960s he
acted in several films. The part of Piyal
opposite Punya Heendeniya became an
award winning role in 1964. Then he por-

trayed the role of Lalith in G.D.L.Perera's
'Dahasak Sithuwili' in 1968. He played vivid
roles in 'Hansavilak', 'Gehenu Geta',
'Kaliyugaya', 'Raththaran Neth', 'Wena
Swargayak Kumatada', 'Suhada Sohoyuro',
'Heta Pramada Vedie', 'Beddegama', 'Soldadu
Unnehe', 'Kaliyugaya', 'Ammai Duwai' and
'Sandakada Pahana'. Some of the roles por-
trayed by him in the above films were leading
characters, while in some others they were
supporting roles. In each role he very clearly
demonstrated and proved his prowess as an
actor. He created a further image in society
through his portrayal of "Sudu Seeya",the iso-
lated intellect in "Doo Daruwo', the much
acclaimed Tele-Drama.

Henry Jayasena retired from Government
service in the year 1975 to devote his entire
time for the Theatre and Arts. Before he
retired, he held the positions of Deputy
Director of the National Youth Services Centre
(Arts and Sports Division) and at the Sri
Lanka Rupavahini Corporation (Programmes
Division).

Late Henry Jayasena will remain a model in
the field of Art and Culture and as a most
influential Dramatist of our times. There is no
doubt that his enduring works in theatre and
his diverse performances in cinema and tele-
vision remain as a rich cultural legacy of the
nation.  

It should be the wish of every follower of the
theatre and arts that the tremendous efforts of
late Henry Jayasena rendered to these fields
would be sufficient enough to shorten his life
through Sansara until he attains Supreme
Bliss of Nibbana.


