average citizen. That is the only way they
know how to think, and want to think. The
uprisings in North Africa and West Asia have
shown us that morals have more to do than
material, in charting one’s destiny.

The heads of Western companies make tens
of millions of dollars annually. The real prob-
lem is that in the US and Australia, more
than in the UK, or “old Europe” except Italy,
they also own all the broadcast networks
(press, radio, TV) and they help finance the
careers of politicians (ie the US Congress)
and certainly the White House, whether
Democratic or Republican. These people
therefore do not go around the world
spreading peace, justice and democracy.
They spread credit card debt, latest mobile
phones, “aid” indebtedness, cultural and reli-
gious subversion, sweatshop factories and
ethnic/ religious divisions.

They are in it for the money, and they want
to enslave people, not free them. The
Libyans will soon be seeing more credit
cards and pornography before they see any-
thing like true self-rule. Economic colonial-
ism, which replaced territorial colonialism, is
done in partnership with armies and client
rulers.

Did Iraq have WMD? Yes, when it was a US
“ally”. Did Saddam kill his own people? Yes,
when he was a US “ally”. Did Saddam or
Osama Bin Laden try to do a deal with the
other? Very unlikely, as Saddam favoured
what the US has re-installed in Iraq as
“elected leaders”, and Osama was opposed
to Western hegemony on Muslim land.

How do you stop terrorism? Please note: no
inverted commas here. With justice. Justice
for all the people of countries with scarce
resources. By removing unsavoury ele-
ments, if necessary by force of sheer will
power, as the Tunisian who immolated him-
self showed us. What about wars? Is there
less fear of “terrorism” now, or before the
“war against terror”? Of course, the agenda
is for perpetual war, in different theatres,
between the most powerful “alliance” and
selected nonentities. The goal? War is use-
ful, and “terrorists” or “dictators” are a handy
enemy. Tragedies are more useful, if you
want to take over regions overseas and limit
freedoms at home. Why go to all this both-
er? Why, it is very, very good for business!

Americans want their country to be sustain-
able for many future generations, when the
poor countries of the world are long dead
and gone, with no food, medicine and water
despite all the G8 summits. The coalition of
the “willing” were really leaders who shared
this vision of survival that far away. America,
Britain and their cousins want their children
to be safe and comfortable. Security is being
bought through the barrel of their guns, not
by international justice.

If one takes a more balanced look at the pic-
ture, one sees that America is energy self-
sufficient, if not for its self-serving greed. It
spends as much as half of the military budg-
ets of the rest of the world combined on its
own. According to the UN, a mere ten per-
cent of it would ensure essentials of life to
every single person in the world.

We live in an open society in Australia. Most
people have rights protected by its constitu-
tion. Therefore, you cannot protect society
from the effects of injustice. You can either
close the society [attempts had been made
within the “coalition”, with the Patriot Act
(US) and ASIO Bills], or you can cure the
injustices perpetrated on the hapless soci-
eties of the world. We must not remain
silent. As Martin Luther King (Jr.) said, “Our
lives begin to end the day we become silent
about things that matter”. We must remain
optimistic, not merely for our own, but for all
societies that we represent in this country.

Lasantha Pethiyagoda
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