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The Black-crowned night

heron 

( Nycticorax nycticorax)

The black-crowned night heron,

Nycticorax nycticorax, is a medium-

sized waterbird that can be found

almost throughout the world away

from Australasia and the coldest

areas. Young birds and adults look

different from each other. Adults

(one is shown here) are pale grey

and white, with a black crown,

black back and red eyes, as well as

a silvery bill. Juveniles or young

birds are brown, flecked and mot-

tled with white and grey and with

half of their bill yellowy-coloured.

Night herons stand still at the

water’s edge and surprise their prey.

They mainly hunt at night or in the

early morning, but will also hunt

during the daytime. They eat small

fish, crustaceans, frogs and aquatic

insects. During the day, night herons

rest in specific trees and bushes

overlooking water. In the evening,

the herons disperse out into other

wetlands and come back in the

morning. In the north of the night

heron’s range, it is migratory, but it

is resident in other places. It breeds

in wetlands and nests in colonies.

The nests are platforms of sticks

that are put either in a group of

trees, or on the ground in a con-

cealed location. The scientific name

means ‘night raven’, referring to

this bird’s nocturnal habits and its

harsh, crow-like call. They usually

can be seen resting in trees at

Thalangama Tank in the early morn-

ing, or, alternatively, wild juvenile

and adult birds can be seen in trees

overhanging the wetlands at

Dehiwala Zoo. 
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