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Corruption has an
insidious tendency in
society, to eat into
its vital components.
It is no longer a mat-
ter of shame, to be
accused of corrupt
practices. On the contrary, such people are
held in awe, and rewarded for their ingenu-
ity.

Pethiyagoda

Thus a student sitting for an examination
prays and seeks blessings to perform well
in the examination, or to succeed in an
interview. He even offers inducements, in
the form of “panduru” to succeed.

Others turn to religion, when they are in
pain, or are facing anxious moments
because of ill health or tension. Thus reli-
gion, that basically teaches us to lead a
pious life, has been reduced to satisfying
our need, or for emotional security only.

The reason for this is the highly material-
istic nature of modern society. In our

have tolerated corruption because they see
it as the quickest way to accumulate wealth.
Instead of fighting it they scramble to be
part of it. But they forget that they are creat-
ing serious problems down the road that will
affect them directly or indirectly.

For example when ordinary people fall sick,
they do not get good health care because
the money to buy medicine has already dis-
appeared into private pockets. When moth-
ers go to maternity to deliver, there is no
midwife or doctor because they were not
paid and left the profession or the country or
they charge a fee that may be too high.
Some even defend corruption as an inte-
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funds for investment in or maintenance of
infrastructure such as hospitals and schools,
and institutions such as research and exten-
sion. Thus, acute shortages of funds, quali-
fied and experienced personnel, are mostly
functions of corruption.

In turn the shortage of funds and trained
manpower can lead to reduction in design
and investment in capital and social infra-
structure. Reduced investments in infra-
structure such as hospitals and schools or
maintenance of existing infrastructure and
institutions can discourage private invest-
ment.

CORRUPTION, MORAL DEPRAVITY AND OPPORTUNISM

The virtues of humility, love and compas-
sion, have been replaced with crass
hypocrisy, haughtiness and contemptuous
behaviour towards people. This is done
deliberately, to promote an artificial image in
the eyes of the public.

Even ordinary officials,
and small politicians,
strut about in self-
assumed importance.
This hypocrisy is in
turn affecting the
youth, who are emulat-
ing their peers, and
indulging in lies and
chicanery, to show off
their ill-gotten posses-
sions.

The jealousy, resent-
ment and competition,
that it triggers leads
people with meagre
means, to steal and
indulge in antisocial
activities like drug peddling and smuggling
to finance their flamboyant lifestyle.

Their wayward behaviour often leads to
crimes like extortion, kidnapping and even
murder. It is the extreme depravity to which
our moral values have degenerated, when
we find people being murdered for small
pecuniary gains.

These acts are unpardonable in any reli-
gion. Nevertheless, people with such moral
depravity, cannot be said to be unreligious.

On the contrary, most of these people are
religious in their daily routine, like offering
daily prayers, worshipping at temples, and
even engaging in philanthropic activities,
like giving charities or donations to religious
bodies.

Their religious behaviour is a facade to hide
their evil deeds, in the mistaken belief of
atoning for their criminal or immoral activi-
ties. The more enterprising among them,
use religion to promote their personal or
political interests.

Man is by nature weak and incomplete, and
hence seeks divine help to overcome this
inherent weakness.

He thus embraces religion to follow a path
of self- improvement, and worships in the

hope of getting peace in life, and salvation
after death. In a sense, religion is the love
and fear of the unknown.

Its root is faith and home is the conscience.
Unfortunately for us the moral values that
are an integral part of any religion are rapid-
ly deteriorating, making us religious only
nominally.

We follow religious customs, as a matter of
routine, a ritual, without imbibing or assimi-
lating its virtues in our lives. We turn to reli-
gion, only when we are faced with difficul-
ties, and uncertainties in life.
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haste to acquire the material comforts of
life, we have obviated the basic tenets of
religion; that is morality.

We speak half-truths, or untruth, for the
sake of winning an argument, a contract

or an order. Thus a salesman or a politi-
cian, resorts to making tall promises, in
the hope of bagging an order, or a crucial
vote.

A company makes misleading advertise-
ments, to catch and hold the attention of
the target audience. It is another matter
that their products belie the claim. Worst
still are dubious companies, selling spuri-
ous products, for making a quick buck,
putting the lives of the innocent millions in
peril.

Thus we see that our moral values have
deteriorated to such an extent, that we
are ready to exploit religion to serve our
vested interests. We therefore find politi-
cians, playing on the religious sensibilities
of the people, for garnering more votes
and consequently more power and clout.

This contradiction in our psyche, is being
effectively exploited by politicians, to sow
seeds of discord, leading to communal
strife.

No religion preaches untruth, hypocrisy,
dishonesty, violence and disharmony. The
erosion of moral values that we see
around us is because we do not under-
stand our religion, and the good it stands
for.

We cannot wear religion on our sleeves,
to be used only at will. We must be reli-
gious in the real sense of the word, to be
happy, and at peace with ourselves.

Let us turn to the issue of corruption.
Corruption goes beyond merely taking
public money for private use. It includes
using public money to corrupt officials to
take or ignore certain actions that are
harmful to the economy and society.

It means relying on relatives or ‘yes’ men
and women who will not point a finger at a

problem when they see it. Many elites
.

gral part of rapid economic development.
Yet others argue that corruption is universal,
but two wrongs do not make a right. We
need to have a long term view of how cor-
ruption destroys.

Corruption can become endemic and institu-
tionalized, making it the primary deterrent to
economic and social development. Public
money (and much of it donations for devel-
opment) can not only disappear into private
pockets or used to bribe officials and opin-
ion leaders but also most of it can find its
way into foreign banks.

The disappearance of funds for recurrent
expenses including salaries and capital
development can lead to two immediate out-
comes: massive brain drain and shortage of

Lack of adequate employment opportunities
in the public and private sectors can result
in massive unemployment and disguised
unemployment (under-employment) espe-
cially among the youth. The unemployed
and under-employed have no purchasing
power to induce production of goods and
services.

The reduction in the production of goods
and services is reflected in reduced GDP
growth rate. Lack of jobs and income can
aggravate absolute poverty. To make ends
meet, the unemployed and poverty-stricken
will resort to criminal activities and a further
breakdown of morality to an even lower
level.
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