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THE PARTING

By ManelNanayakkara
Colombo

The bags are packed

Prayers have been said

It’s time to say goodbye!

I gaze at my empty nest

And the one who is last to fly.

I see her eyes full of hopes and dreams

With her soul mate Down Under

While mine scan the years gone by

For a little girl with uniform and tie.

I look down at my wrinkled hands

That have held on to her so long

I must let go. I know I know.

My heart aches; my heart breaks

As with strength renewed

I sever the chord-the umbilical chord

That had bound her to me at birth.
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Mona Lisa

Mona Lisa Mona Lisa

Do come back with your enchanting smile

Your enchanting smile

To me it was winter when I left thee

Overwhelmed by cold and darkness intense

A dreadful day it was all-round

Until I came back to my dingy home no warmth

around.

Your enigmatic smile was a sight full of glee

Why pinned to a rock and not joined me?

You captured my heart dear

Nothing but you brings me cheer.

Boughs look pale, naked and no flutter

As your absence keep my feelings somber (sombre)

I see no beauty in others thick lips or invasive smiles

I’m left only with love-bitten wound that never clears.

I yearn for you in flesh

Not to be till I meet you afresh 

Rugged up in bed with human warmth sadly lost

Except in dreams I enjoy every night.

Mona Lisa Mona Lisa

Do come back with your enchanting smile

Your enchanting smile
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AUSTRAL + ASIA: Cultural Space,

Theatricality and the Performance of Asia in

Australasia

Share your experience, discuss your practice &

understand your cultural identity in this multicultural

society -  An event for artists-practitioners in theatre

and performance, cultural policy-makers and academ-

ics.  
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Clayton Campus

A  conference supported by: 

Performance Research Unit, School of English,
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Asia Institute, Faculty of Arts, Monash University

Monash Postgraduate Association

For more information visit

http://arts.monash.edu.au/ecps/conferences/austral-
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