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Pursuit of Success 2013

September 15th marked a key date in the Sri
Lankan Youth Unite and Lead (SLYUAL) 2013
calendar. Caulfield Park Pavilion hosted the
second and final professional development
event for the year,Pursuit of Success.

SLYUAL is an organisation that aims to provide
youth of varying backgrounds, the opportunity
to enhance their professional and personal de-
velopment goals in an attempt to reach the pin-
nacle of their careers.

Pursuit of Success gave the opportunity for cur-
rent students and recent graduates, to interact
with like-minded professionals who have suc-
cessfully launched their careers. SLYUAL were
proud to welcome the panellists Mahima
Kalla(Engineering), Lorna Hu (Investment
Banking), Gayani Atukorala (Law), Kieran
Garigga (IT Consulting) and Lahiru Silva (Medi-
cine).

The guest speakers engaged the audience with
personal experiences and key tips to get ahead
in the job market. Whilst each speaker took a
vastly different approach to reach their career
goals, a common theme emerged of fostering
strong relationships. The first session was fo-
cused around a Q&A structure allowing the at-
tendees to engage first hand with the panellists.

A short presentation on networking by Ambritha
De Silva followed the Q&A session, highlighting
the importance of first impressions. Subse-
quently the break gave attendees a great op-
portunity to engage one-on-one with their
chosen panellist.

The second session saw Keynote speaker Mr
Jonathan Stacey present on The Power of En-
trepreneurship.

Mr Stacey is an avid entrepreneur with busi-
ness interests in Australia and overseas rang-
ing from education to technology. With
experience working for American Express,
Standard Chartered Bank, Deloitte and several
other firms in Australia, New York and Europe,

Jonathan has learnt first-hand how to get the
most sought after jobs and climb company lad-
ders. He holds qualifications from Macquarie
University — Sydney, Mountbatten Institute —
New York and University of Cambridge — UK.
Jonathan’s passion for helping young people
to succeed saw him create the Youth Success
Program in Melbourne of which he is Principal.

His inspiring address highlighted that there are
numerous pathways to success and that aca-
demic qualifications weren'’t a prerequisite to
launch a career.

Jonathan’s own experiences as an adolescent
searching for success opened his eyes to the
opportunities that exist for youth today. He em-
phasised the importance of taking challenges
head on as it is what you make of your experi-
ences that leads you to success.

The key messages of getting involved, self-
confidence and focusing on your strengths
were remarkably illustrated by his entertaining
anecdotes.

In summary the seminar was well received by
the audience of 50 and guest presenters.
SandhyaManchikanti, an attendee remarked “I
thought the seminar was excellent as it was in-
spirational, giving a real insight into working
life among a very diverse range of careers”.

The seminar was a testament to the hard work
of SLYUAL's organising committee consisting
of; ManodyaPerera, MariessaPeiris, Avanthi
Wickramasuriya, SupunWitharana, Adrian Fer-
dinand, Piumika De Silva, Janaka Lovell,
Ambritha De Silva, PiyumiPerera and Nayomi-
Naranpanawa.

For more information about Sri Lankan Youth
Unite and Lead and future events find us on:
Facebook: Sri Lankan Youth Unite and Lead
Website: www.slyualmelb.net
E-mail:slyual.club@gmail.com

SLYUAL Media Team 2013
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LANKAN

Licensed Roadworthy Tester (R.W.C)

ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS
LOG BOOK SERVICE | ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
AUTO TRANSMISSIONS | BRAKES & CLUTCHES
FUEL INJECTION | COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC

Mob: 0409 866 886

9798 2200

14/30 Tower Court
Noble Park 3174

CARE

Ranijith Perera




