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About 5 decades ago, there was a time
when violence against women in the pri-
vacy of their homes was different, excusa-
ble or even deserved and that the woman
was always found fault.

In the latter 70s and early 80s, there was a
udden awakening in the society with the
nowledge that domestic violence exists.

he liberation of women and their accept-
nce in the workplace as equal partners,
nd in life, domestic violence came to be
een as a crime with which the society can-
not condone.

The gradual but speedy skyrocketing to
great heights, domestic violence has in-
deed become a threatening danger to the
society despite the efforts of the govern-
ment and relevant voluntary agencies to
halt the trend. Sexual and domestic vio-
lence will certainly have a tremendous neg-
ative effect on women and children.

Domestic violence is, no doubt, a
social and community problem
which cannot be solely attacked or
dealt with by the efforts of the gov-
ernment and the few voluntary

agencies.

Among the measures Sri Lanka has
adopted to tackle these social problems
are:

The Domestic Violence Act of 2005; signing
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights 1948 and the Vienna Declaration on
the Elimination of Violence against Women
993; Reaffirmation of its commitment at in-
ernational level to address the gender-
ased violence; the setting up of the Forum
gainst Gender-Based Violence (GBV) in
005 to facilitate greater co-ordination and
nderstanding, and sharing of information
nd resources and strengthening multi-sec-
toral responses to GBV, the membership of
the forum being broad-based including local
and international NGOs, UN Agencies,
donor agencies, and government represen-
tation; the establishment of the Ministry of
Women'’s Affairs in 1983; Adoption of the
Women’s Charter in 1993, setting stan-
dards to be observed in seven broad areas
including right to protection from gender-
based violence, and also setting up of the
National Committee (NCW) in 1993; One-
Stop-Crisis -Centres (OSCC) in government
ospitals; Women’s Desks at most police
tations in the country; the Ministry of Child

Development and Women’s Empowerment
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(MoCDWE) to support establishment of a
data unit and a national GBV data base dis-
aggregated by gender, sex, age, ethnicity,
and location.

Domestic violence is, no doubt, a social and
community problem which cannot be solely
attacked or dealt with by the efforts of the
government and the few voluntary agencies.
It is up to every public-spirited person in the
community to play a significant role by
speaking publicly and denouncing the prob-
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lem and creating an awareness of the issue
in the community, to provide physical and
emotional assistance for the victims to get
back on their feet, and to offer cooperation
and assistance to the police to make their
jobs easier and more effective and expedi-
tious.

Whipping and death penalty for the offenders
found guilty have been raised by some politi-
cians in their desperate attempts to reduce
sexual domestic violence of women and chil-
dren. Although their concerns are under-
standable as such laws and punishment are
now in force in some countries, yet it has to
be realized that deterrents alone cannot
solve the problem.

It is necessary to take precautionary meas-
ures to warn potential perpetrators and serial
or repeat offenders by establishing and main-
taining a list of such offenders with their
names and addresses, the nature of the of-
fences committed, the dates, and details of
punishment. It may also be necessary to es-
tablish a centralized database to share the
information so that the offenders could be
identified and the police intervene before sit-
uations escalate into incidents. If there is a
common register of offenders, the police can
have access to the information in the register
and track the offenders.

The list should be made available at every
police station, and in offices of Provincial and
District Councils, Post Offices and similar in-
stitutions. The list, which needs to be kept up
to date, should be published in the print
media periodically so that the general public
living closer to the offenders can take precau-
tions to protect their children.

Besides the list acting as “naming and sham-
ing” the offenders, it will also be effective as a
greater deterrent to repeat offenders and po-
tential perpetrators.



