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Liz Beattie MP
Visits $ri Lanka

By Sirima Wadasinghe

In May 2009, shortly after the end of the
war, Liz Beattie MP, let a delegation to Sri
Lanka. This, Year, 2014, in January Liz led
another delegation and had reported on
how quickly and efficiently the authorities
have handled the re-structure and settle-
ment of the people.

While on tour she met His Excellency, the
President, Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksha, Pro-
fessor Peiris among other government offi-
cial and agents. In the main, they toured
Jaffna and Killanochi. They delegation
hired a private bus and were free to travel
anywhere they wished. They had a inter-
preter and an escort but no law enforce-
ment personnel. Liz Beattie and her party
stopped whenever and wherever they
wanted and spoke to villagers on the way,
they walked into shops and markets and
experienced no restrictions as to whom
they could speak to, and freely spoke to
people on the streets. Most people wanted
to get on with life and enjoyed the peace
which enabled them to live a normal day to
day life.

While there were remnants of was here
and there, were also signs of rebuilding, re-
settlement and reconciliation. The delega-
tion found that there was some way to go
in re-building war torn areas, people on the
whole have houses, children went to
school, life was better and the people were
patient. They enjoyed the peace and the
freedom and got on with life.

The army,
in their
move to
civilian
life,
played a
vital role
in building
roads and
rail lines.
Among other venture, the President had
opened a cancer hospital. The delegation
also met with Mr. Namal Rajapaksha who
had made a deep connection with the
young people of Jaffna and was building
leadership skills — one without hatred but
with optimism. They also found the Trilin-
gual Policy an effective start to re-building.

“Whilst internationally there has been con-
cern expressed about civil rights and the
need for a war crimes investigation....” the
government demonstrated and expressed a
willingness to conduct investigation.

Throughout the visit their experience was
that the government was determined and
committed to rebuilding and restoring the
standard of living and the ordinary people
simply wanted to get on with building a bet-
ter country and a life for themselves.

—Certainly on the issue of human rights
the delegation neither saw or heard of any
evidence either direct of anecdotally of
abuse, intimidation or fear despite travelling
independently and freely throughout the
country.....” —the delegation was encour-
aged by both the peace and magnitude of
the reconstruction works underway across
the country.” Said Liz Beattie in a report
compiled on her visit to Sri Lanka.




