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What’s more important?
Money has a limit

And will run out when you reach it

Fame is only temporary

And what about if you don’t have any

Being intelligent will help you go a mile

But would it truly make you smile

When everything is gone

And you are left alone

It is the people that have been there from the start

That plays the biggest part

A mother’s advice to her child was to always treasure what was most im-

portant to him because that would be what would make him happy, the

little boy who had so much to yet discover was unsure about what was

most important to him. Was it the money that his father went to work for

everyday? Was it to become intelligent after studying hard at school? Or

was it to always be best at everything so that you are known around the

world? Seeing the confusion in her sons face his mother suggested an

idea. “Why don’t we imagine what life would be like for a person if they

were rich, famous or smart and see if that is the most important thing in

life.”

Just imagine someone living in a large house with everything that you

could ever want.  A room full of gold and money. The son thought about

this for a moment and came to the decision that money is the most im-

portant thing in life. “I would be able to buy anything that I want and

surely that would make me happy.” The mother asked the son “But who

would you share all your riches with? What would happen when all your

money runs out? You would be only left with the things you buy. Once

you get bored with them and they break then what would you have left?”

The little boy thought about this and came to the decision that money

was not the most important thing in life. 

“What about being smart mother, intelligence lasts a lifetime and never

runs out.” Someone intelligent would be able to solve anything, he would

be able to go out into the world and achieve many things. “Mother I think

intelligence is defiantly the most important thing because I would know

everything.” The boy’s mother considered her sons answer “Intelligence

is a virtue but would knowing more make you happier? It is true that you

need to be smart to survive in this world, but son you should know that

surviving is different from living.” Again the son changed his mind

“mother now I realise that being smarter is not the most important thing

in life because it does not make you happier, but then what does?”

“I know what it is now mother, it’s being famous isn’t it? Fame will always

be there and will definitely make you happy.”  As the little boys final

choice he picks fame as the most important thing in life. Again the boy’s

mother shook her head and disagreed with her son.  “A person could be

adored by the world, sing on the biggest stages or win the most presti-

gious awards but at the end of the day when they are alone at home and

there is no flashing cameras, what would be there for them? Fame is

something that you have when you are in the public eye but when you

inside your house walls all that does not matter, you would be alone.”

Defeated again the little boy agreed that fame was not the most impor-

tant in life because it would not always be with you.

The boy gave up and asked his mother for her advice “Mother what is

most important for you? I know it’s is not money because you are scared

that it will run out, it’s definitely not being extremely smart because

knowing more would not make you happier and it’s not fame because it

would not always be there for you.” The little boy was not able to think

about what his mother treasured the most. 

“Son you have asked for everything that you do not have, things that

people wish for every day, but what is most important to me in life is sit-

ting right next to me.  My family is my life treasure and they are there

with me from the day I was born. Why son family never finishes as easily

as money does why family lasts you your whole life. Your loved ones

make you happy; they always put a smile on your face when you are

sad. Finally family will always be there for you when you are alone you

can go to them. Son the love that you receive from you family, that is the

most important thing in life, never take that for granted. The little boy

who had never realised how much joy his family had brought him made

up his mind, “mother now I know what the most important thing in life is ,

it’s coming home every day to you outstretched arms because I know

that no matter what you will always be here for me.”
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