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by Medravi Weerasinghe
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Creation Stories

=

One day our earth was made
Along with every hill, human and animal
And although we may not exactly know how
Our ancestors pass down stories that tell us what they be-
lieved happened
Stories that are full of magic
Where earth was formed due to a tragedy or hard work
Whether it was by the gods
Or an unseen force
We will never know exactly how what happened
But people can always imagine
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One of the most asked question is about how earth was formed.
Although the Big Bang theory is the scientific and most reasonable
answer to this question, different religions come up with different
myths about how the universe and mankind were created. Made
by god or creatures based on their beliefs. | find these stories very
interesting so let me share a few of them with you.

According to the Boshongo people of central Africa, in the begin-
ning, there was only darkness, water. Until one day their god
Bumba had a stomach ache and vomited up the sun. The sun
dried up some of the water which created the land. Afterwards
Bumba vomited up the moon, the stars and then some animals
and finally a human.

The Native American creation myth goes like this; in the beginning
nothing existed, only darkness. Suddenly from the darkness
emerged a disc, one side yellow and the other side white, the disc
was floating mid-air. Inside the disc sat a small bearded man
called Creator, who was the One Who Lives Above. He looked into
the endless darkness and it became a sea of light. To the east, he
created yellow streaks of dawn. To the west, tints of many colour
appeared everywhere. He also created three other gods; a little
girl, a Sun God and a small boy .Then he created godly wonders,
the winds, the tarantula, and the earth from the sweat of the four
gods mixed together in the Creator's palms, from a small round,
brown ball not much larger than a bean. The world was expanded
to its current size by the gods kicking the small brown ball until it
expanded. Creator told Wind to go inside the ball and to blow it up.
The tarantula spun a black cord and attached it to the ball. The
Tarantula crawled away to the east, pulling on the cord with all his
strength. The tarantula repeated this with a blue cord to the south,
a yellow cord to the west and a white cord to the north. This cre-
ated earth, although the shape of the earth was created, there was
only a smooth surface with no hills or terrains; It was the creator
who later added this features to create the earth that we see today.

Geb who was thought to have had been a man with a goose on his
head was Egypt’s earth god. In the Egyptian creation story Geb
married the sky goddess Nut without asking permission form the
powerful sun god called Re. Once Re found out he became furious
at Net and Geb that he forced their father Shu, who was the god of
air, to separate them. That was how the earth is divided from the
sky by air.

The Chinese creation story starts off with P’an Ku who had
hatched from a cosmic egg. . Half the shell is above him as the
sky, the other half below him as the earth. He grows taller each
day for 18,000 years, gradually pushing them apart until they
reach their chosen places. After working hard P'an Ku falls to
pieces. His limbs become the mountains, his blood the rivers, his
breath the wind and his voice the thunder. His two eyes are the
sun and the moon. The parasites on his body are mankind.
Aboriginal creation stories are called the “Dream Time”. Time
began when the supernatural beings awoke and broke through the
surface of the earth. The earth was flooded with light as the sun
also rose from the ground. Some supernatural beings rose in ani-
mal shapes resembling kangaroos and emus, other emerged as
humans looking like perfectly formed men and women. There was
an indivisible link between humans, animals and plants. Those
beings that looked like animals thought and acted like humans,
and those in human form could change into animals.

We can never be sure about how the was created, whether it was
through a Big Bang or whether it was a creation by godly beings.
The stories of creation that have been passed down by different
countries and religion always seem to intrigue.



