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Language has slowly
changed and broadened over
the years, it is evident that
humans have evolved from
generation to generation and
therefore so has language.
Language is dynamic and is
constantly changing along-
side the advancements that
occur within a society, the
developments in a language
represent the growth of hu-
mankind. Guiding the process of language
change in todays’ society has been the inven-
tions of social media and new technology. So-
cial media and modern has become a major
part of everyday life and therefore language
has yet again been altered to accommodate
this and these changes should be welcomed.
Social media has influenced users to be more
creative with the use of abbreviations and
new terms. Every time someone creates a
new word or abbreviation online they are
adding more to language and helping it
evolve. However social media and modern
technology has caused the distinction be-
tween written and spoken language to blur as
there are now written qualities in the spoken
mode and spoken qualities in the written
mode. Although this assists in the communi-
cation between teenagers it has also made
communication between members of this gen-
eration and those of other generations more
difficult.
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People are becoming adventurous in the
way they use language and create an almost
different language to use while they are on-
line. An example would be due to the cre-
ation of texting and twitter people have
created abbreviations or one word for
phrases because writing the whole word
may take too much time or use up the 140
characters before twitter users are able to
complete what they want to say. Meanwhile,
text language or ‘text speak ‘is full of abbre-
viations, missing vowels and acronyms, ex-
amples of this are the abbreviations ‘LOL
which stands for ‘laughing out loud’ and
‘BRB’ which stands for ‘be right back’, an ex-
ample of a word that can be used to replace
a phrase would be ‘frenemy’ which is used to
describe a person that was once your friend
but is now your enemy. Another form of
change in the language that has occurred
due to the creativity of social media and
technology users are changes in the spelling
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Language Cﬁ;mge due to Social Media

Language is dynamic and change is in-
evitable, as society keeps advancing so will
language. Modern technology and social
media is becoming more and more prominent
in everyday life and therefore language has
also changed to accommodate this. Social
media’s been responsible for a lot of new
words, for example tweeps, twitterverse and
retweet. The word “friend” has become a
verb, as in “she friended me on Facebook”.
The term “check-in” no longer applies just to
hotels and airports; these days it's just as
commonly used when someone reports where
they are via a social network, example of lexi-
cological changes in language that have oc-
curred due to social media is also the
invention of the word ‘unfriend’ which is a term
that had been created through Facebook and
means to “remove someone as a friend on a
social networking website.” The statement “|
unfriended her” could also be used to show
that you dislike someone. Modern technology
and social media has also changed the se-
mantics of words, an example of this would be
the word ‘text’. The word text had gone from
only meaning a book or other printed work to
also implying ‘to send a SMS from one person
to another via mobile phone.” Gilbert Highett
describes language as a “living thing” and that
as time progresses “parts of language be-
come old and drop off” while “new pieces bud
out, spread into leaves and become big
branches.” Ferdinand de Saussure also com-
ments on the dynamic nature of language by
saying that “time changes all things; there is
no reason why language should escape this
universal law.” As society keeps developing
so will language and we should accept this as
fighting would restrict the growth in a society.

Social media and modern technology is con-
stantly adding more to our language by creat-
ing a platform for users to be creative in how
they use language. David Crystal who is a de-
scriptive language expert has stated that “tex-
ting has added a new dimension to language.”

of words, this changes usually occur so that
the word is written like it sounds. An exam-
ple of this would be ‘gangsta’ which is the
online spelling of the word ‘gangster’. Mod-
ern technology and Social media is allowing
people to add more to language and help it
grow.

Modern technology and social media is
merging the features of written and spoken
language, this overlap has caused difficulty
in communication between people in differ-
ent generations. As teenagers are becoming
more involved in social media and technol-
ogy the language they use online has be-
come a part of the way that they speak and
as a result society has problems forming co-
errant syntax, they are dropping standard
features of language and are using bad ex-
pressions. Anson Cameron comments on
this saying “could it be the very ease of com-
munication which has devalued communica-
tion.” This means that the ease of
connecting online with your friends by using
abbreviations and ‘internet talk’ people have
lost interest in good hand written letters and
face-to-face conversations.

Overall the changes that have occurred to
the English language have been both posi-
tive and negative. Change in language is in-
evitable and social media and modern
technology has just guided this process. So-
cial media creates a platform which allows
users to be creative and come up with ab-
breviations and slang by using ‘word play’,
everyday language is being added to and
being broadened. However in the downside
social media and modern technology is blur-
ring out the gap between written and spoken
modes of language, this is causing difficulty
in communication between members of dif-
ferent generations that are a part of this
‘tech-savvy’ generation. With that being said
as a community we should accept and wel-
come language change because if language
does not evolve then neither will the society.




