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The world famous painting depicting Mona
Lisa, with her enigmatic smile and glittering
eyes, embroiled in riddles and various interpre-
tations, is, in fact, a conundrum in itself.

Many scholars believe that Mona Lisa – known
as La Giaconda in Italian, La Goconde in
French and Mona Lisa in English - is the por-
trait of Lisa Gherdain, who married the wealthy
silk merchant Francesco Del Giocondo.  The
portrait of Mona Lisa was painted around 1507
by the Renaissance iconic Italian artist
Leonardo Da Vinci.  

This painting is now hanging behind bullet-
proof glass at the Louvre Museum in Paris.

Mona Lisa’s smile has caught many art lovers,
debating the reason for her heart-throbbing ro-
mantic and enigmatic smile.

An art historian claims that one of the muses
of Da Vinci, a young man called Gian Giacomo
Caprotti’s nose and mouth, bear striking simi-
larities to those of Mona Lisa.

Caprotti, also known as Salai, worked as an

apprentice with Leonardo more than two
decades from 1490 and they were rumoured to
have been lovers.

Silvano Vinceti,  researcher who had been
analysing the painting, using state-of-the-art
high-magnification techniques, claims to have
found the letter ‘S’ in the model’s eyes, which
may be a reference to Salai.

Several Leonardo’s works, including the Saint
John the Baptist and a drawing called Angel In-
carnate, are said to have been based on Salai.

Silvano Vinceti , the President of Italy’s Na-
tional Committee for Cultural Heritage, had
said those paintings depicted a slender, effemi-
nate young man with long auburn curls and
with almost identical features to the Mona Lisa,
and that Salai was a favourite model for
Leonardo who would have certainly inserted
characteristics of Salai in the last version of the
Mona Lisa – the Isleworth Mona Lisa, which is
said to be slightly larger and was painted on
canvas and has brighter colours than the
famed Louvre Museum  masterpiece which is
painted on wood  and with a different back-
ground.  Martin Kemp, an Oxford University
Professor and Leonardo expert says, “... scien-
tific analysis cannot deny that Da Vinci did not
paint it.” However, he added: “The infrared re-
flectography and X-ray points very strongly to
its not being by Leonardo.”  It is expected that
this longstanding problem will be “solved” very
soon.

Silvano Vinceti’s claims started a stir in the art

world with many dismissing the idea that
Mona Lisa was a man.   Leonardo Da
Vinci expert Pietro Marani had said that
the theory was ‘groundless’.

The Art Professor at Milan’s Politecnico
University had said:  “All Leonardo sub-
jects look like each other because he rep-
resents an abstract ideal of beauty.  They
all have this dual characteristic of mascu-
line and feminine.”

The Renaissance masterpiece may once
have been sharp and clear but is mellowed
by time.  She sits confidently with her arms
folded in a virtuous pose with her calm dig-
nity that is without a match, subtle charms,
restrained smile and a mysterious, know-
ing look.

The 500 year-old, oil-on-wood portrait is
owned by the French Republic, and it has
never been offered for sale.  On the open
market, its price would be stratosphere.

On August 21, 1911, an Italian employee
Vincenzo Peruggia camped out overnight
in a narrow storeroom in the museum and
in the morning, took the painting off the
wall and walked out with it under his shirt.
It was reported missing after about 26
hours.  The theft was reported across the
world and turned the Mona Lisa into a
global icon.

The painting was returned to the Louvre
and now sits in the gallery.  More than
eight million people each year view it, pon-
dering who the woman is with the enig-
matic smile?

The art lovers of the world and
others streaming into Louvre
daily to see this magnificent
painting, including those whose
imagination is embedded with
this super painting depicting an
enticing and seductive Mona
Lisa, will know soon exactly
who this woman is.

It is comforting that archaeolog-
ical researchers have almost
completed unearthening the re-
mains of Mona Lisa quicker
than expected.

According to historian
Giuseppe Pallanti’s book pub-
lished in 2007, arguing that the
former convent of St Ursula
must be the last resting place
of Mona Lisa who is believed to
have joined the nuns in her old
age after the death of her hus-

band.  Mona Lisa died on July 15, 1542, at
the age of 63, her date of birth being June
15, 1479.

Soon after, the researchers unearthed a
skull that was found five feet under the con-
vent’s original floor with other fragments of
human ribs and vertebrae.

In July 2012, they found another human
skeleton.  The bones will undergo tests to
establish whether they match the skull
found last year (2011) as the records show
that another wealthy Florentine noble-
woman Maria Del Riccio, who lived at the
convent, died in 1609 and was buried there.
Ledgers kept by the nuns of the convent
point out that presumably the remains ex-
humed are those of Maria.

Once the researchers find that the skull and
skeleton belong to Mona Lisa, the Forensic
Scientists will attempt to reconstruct her
face to see how it compares with the 500
year-old version painted by Da Vinci and, in
all probability, will solve the riddle of her
enigmatic smile. They will then compare the
DNA in the bones with the remains of Bar-
tolomeo and Piero, Mona Lisa’s two chil-
dren, who were buried in the church of
Santissima Annunziata in Florence to clear
any doubts about identity.
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