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FROM PAGE 7

would be on an ethnic basis. | haven't
seen the proposals yet for the simple
reason they are not yet finalised.How-
ever, these protagonists of Rajapakse
have telepathic powers and they know
before hand. If devolution is proposed it
is impossible to do that on ethnic lines.
How could you? Tamils and Muslims
are scattered all over the island. | don’t
think the government will be willing to
pick them up from where they are and
place them in separate territories. What
about devolution of powers to the North
and East, one may ask. That does not
constitute ethnic devolution by any
stretch of imagination. There maybe
predominantly Tamil populations in the
North and the East maybe dominantly
Muslim. On the other hand, there are
Sinhalese and Muslims in both territo-
ries and there is no proposal to restrict
the devolved territories to specific eth-
nic groups; it isn't practical to do mad
things like that. The demographic inflow
and outflow will continue naturally. Sin-
halese who are the majority islandwide
will be temporary minorities in these de-
volved regions. However, Island-wide
they are an overwhelming majority. So
what?

Besides, the key questions relate to the
depth of devolved powers and not the
territory. This has not been discussed
yet; nor does Abeytissa Thero able to
forecast that. Another moot point is that
the devolved territories will have to de-
pend on central government for funds.
This has happened to the prevailing de-
volved territories. Dependence on the
centre means control by the centre and
surveillance by the centre. Doesn’t the
learned Dr monk not know that simple
practicality?

They are in Business

These considerations demonstrate that
there is no factual or rational reason for
this orchestrated push against Constitu-
tion reforms. The government had re-
ceived a mandate from over 62 lakhs of
voters to change the constitution. It
must carry out its promise in the name
of democracy. This is peoples’ sover-
eignty. This is what we want. The sover-
eignty that rests with the people cannot
be grabbed by the Mahanayakes, Revd
Dr Abeytissa, the Bellanwila Chief
priest, or any others.

The monks know all this. They know
the facts. Yet, they are in the campaign.
It is just that they have another script
for a game of their own. Knowingly,
they sing another song. The naked real-
ity of the campaign is clear. It is a re-
sumption of the ‘Bring Back
Rajapakse,” movement. Viyathmaga,
Eliya, or whatever follows in that vein
are all the same. Big wigs under threat
of soon facing court are hell-bent on
sabotaging the trials and returning to
their perks. Officials who once hanged
around them for handsome remunera-
tion are working. Many of them are to
face court. As we know out of past ex-
perience, there is a lot of money in this
Jaathyalaya business. When in power,
they feathered their nest in incredible
manner. They squandered state
money, stole, and murdered.Where
there is money, backers gather. Sri
Lanka has a new political class derived
out of commercial patriotism. A patriot-
ism that exchanges and is bought and
sold in the marketplace of evil-minded
men.
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