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“MY PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE 
IS TO KEEP LIVING 
UNTIL I DROP,”
SAID ARTHUR C DANTO

Danto was a contemporary American Art critic and philosopher. He was non-re-
ligious and he asserted that one of the benefits of not being religious is to reject 
belief in an after-life. Here is a passage from Danto:

“Though I grieved deeply when my first wife died, I had no fears for her, feeling 
that the end really is the end. I hate the idea of dying, since I 
relish life, as long as I can actually live it. But death is 
a gift of the gods, a way of escaping life when it 
is really intolerable. Though I have built a 
philosophical system, it does not contain a 
philosophy of life. If I 
have a philoso-
phy of life, it 

is to keep 
living until I 

drop. 


