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Glaring
prospect of the
best of
international
cricket 1n 2018:

early signs give signals

By Dr Mathu H Liyanage

Alatair Nathan Cook has signalled that
2018 will be full of spectacular and enter-
taining international cricket by his score of
244 not out in the fourth Ashes Test by a
visiting batsman at the MCG, surpassing
West Indies Viv Richards’ 208 in 1984. Bob
Cowper holds the overall record at the
ground with his score of 307 in 1966. Cook
scored the 244 not out in 409 balls with 631
maidens and 27 fours.

Cook is poised to become the first bats-
man to carry his bat through a completed
innings at the MCG. He would be the
eighth English batsman to achieve this feat
at any ground, and the first since Mike
Atherton in 1997. It was his fifth double
century, his highest score against Australia
and the third-highest of his Test career. He

surpassed Brian Lara and Shivnarine
Chanderpaul (West Indies), and Mahela
Jayawardene (Sri Lanka) to become the
sixth-highest scorer in Test cricket with
11,956 runs.

Alstair Cook, born on December 25 1984, is
an English cricketer. He was a former
Skipper of English Test and One Day Inter-
national (ODI) Teams.

He is regarded as one of the greatest bats-
men ever to play for England and one of
the most prolific batsmen in the modern
era.




