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at a percentage rate among cancer patients. Yet,
Rome went on to canonise the lady.

Many of the stories of ‘cure in Lourdes,” have been
similarly identified later by a panel of scientists as
being remissions that occurred coinciding with pa-
tients bathing in the pool in Lourdes' “holy water.”
Professor Krauss, writing in the Los Angeles Times
states that “the percentages of cures from cancer at
Lourdes are much the same as those for sponta-
neous remission in the population at large, but of
course only a few of the claimed cures are from can-
cer.” The Lourdes story began In Lourdes, in the
Pyrennees, where in 1858, when Bernadette
Soubirous claimed to have had visions of the Virgin
Mary. Millions have dipped themselves in the water
by Lourdes in the hope of a cure.

What of the sun miracle at Fatima, in Portugal. It has
been described differently by witnesses. Some
claimed that the sun “spun pinwheel-like with colored
streamers,” while others maintained that “it danced.”
Others reported that before the “dance of the sun”
occurred, they “saw white petals shower down and
disintegrate before reaching the earth.”

The whole issue is shrouded with controversy al-
though the Church had declared the events worthy
of belief as a miracle. People “elsewhere in the
world, viewing the very same sun, did not see the al-
leged gyrations; neither did astronomical observato-
ries detect the sun deviating from the norm (which
would have had a devastating effect on Earth!). Al-
ternative explanations would include “a combination
of factors, including optical effects and meteorologi-
cal phenomena, such as the sun being seen through
thin clouds, causing it to appear as a silver disc.

Other possibilities include an alteration in the density
of the passing clouds, causing the sun’s image to al-
ternately brighten and dim and so seem to advance
and recede, and dust or moisture droplets in the at-
mosphere refracting the sunlight and thus imparting
a variety of colors. The effects of suggestion were
also likely involved, since devout spectators had
come to the site fully expecting some miraculous
event, had their gaze dramatically directed at the
sun by the charismatic Lucia, and excitedly dis-
cussed and compared their perceptions in a way al-
most certain to foster psychological contagion.”

Conclusion

It is clear that in all theses cases the application of
David Hume’s criteria would rule out the possibility of
miracles having occurred since the options available
to regard them as not having occurred far outweigh
the “evidence,” presented to support the proposition
that the miracles did occur.
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