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named "Buddha jumped over the

wall" Buddhists did not take offence. 

The comparison with Buddhist

responses reveals a sharp difference

in world views of the two sets of reli-

gionists.

We cannot defend the Danish car-

toonist on the grounds of free expres-

sion. On the other hand, campaigns

of protest over this particular incident

are open to the charge of inconsis-

tency and for this reason they look

bizarre. There appears to be an

Aristotelian inappropriateness that

cries for deeper explanation. There

are many things hidden from the nor-

mal senses of human beings. In

things physical, such invisibles are

most often detectible by recourse to

scientific instruments like Scanning

Electron Microscopes,  X-rays,

Hubble Space

Telescopes etc and

fibre optics. On the

other hand, hidden

behavioural dynamics must be spec-

ulated upon by the use of Freudian

principles. Underneath the wide-

spread and intense Muslim conflagra-

tion was a deep belief that the

Christian West wants to dominate the

world and to mock at Islamic values. 

OUR LIMP CRICKET

Sri Lankans in Australia who watched

their cricketers play might take solace

by the consideration that the team of

hapless young men had won two

matches against Australia and two

against South Africa and reached the

final of the VB Trophy. However, that

appeared to be a mere statistic when

observing our boys at play at the
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"Anyone can become angry-that is

easy. But to be angry with the right

person, to the right degree, at the

right time, for the right purpose,

and in the right way- this is not

easy" Aristotle, The Nicomachean

Ethics

The Danish cartoonist had no

inkling that hell would break loose

because of his exercise of free

expression. Muslim adherents

world over have set on fire any-

thing they spotted as Danish.

There is an ongoing offer of dollar

one million for the head of the car-

toonist. While the charge about

caricature is not clear, it was the

representation of Prophet

Mohammed in a cartoon that

brought the uproar, the passion,

and the ultra heat; 

All this might sound stupid to the

average Western mind that has

found little of sacrilege in making a

joke of Jesus Christ Himself. A

Buddhist writer in Sri Lanka, Asoka

Weerasinghe, pertinently raised

the issue of the Bamyan statues-

very ancient icons of Afghanistan's

Buddhist past going back to the

first century AD. Asoka recalls the

situation when Taliban Muslims in

Afghanistan had destroyed these

sacred relics of Buddhists. Muslim

leaders hardly bothered to call foul

over those acts of mindless

destruction and blasphemy.

Buddhist leaders did little more

than lodge their protest in civil

terms. Again, when a restaurateur

in Colombo sold a soup which was

final. It was a poor display of captain-

cy, bowling and fielding that led to

the disastrous rampage by Aussie

batsmen who simply hammered our

fellows out of shape to reach their

goal with nine wickets in hand. We

have a long way to go before we can

be fit for the World Cup.

Cricket is a game that demands

sound physical fitness and

endurance in the field. See how the

Aussies run, bend, and jump about

for hours on unending! Even after a

hundred and fifty, Andrew Symonds

looked ready for yet another innings.

Sanath Jayasuriya looked exhausted

after a fifty with a cramp-bound leg

and an inability to keep running like a

rabbit. Age is telling on him despite

his occasional brilliance. Even the

younger players are not that fit as

seen in their running between wick-

ets and in their slowness and lack of

agility on the boundary line. One can

see the early tiredness of our players

in their body language. Australian

cricketers have to follow a mandatory

ongoing program of fitness involving

regular testing and monitoring.

Selection procedures are so tough

here that even high profile players

who are found unfit are eliminated
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from a game.

Australian train-

ing schedules

also include a  recognition of the mind -

game behind the external physical

game. The latter has been a blind spot

for our cricketers who are known to

panic or fold up (perahera effect) when

events temporarily look unfavourable.

As long as the new body known as Sri

Lanka Cricket fails by these profession-

al criteria, our cricketers are not going

to be competitive in a global sense. The

news we have about our cricket admin-

istration itself is not something that can

give us hope. It was more than a bit

embarrassing to hear commentator

Peter Roebuck suggest that henceforth

the Australian summer series like the

one that was held should open the

doors to real first class cricket. 
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