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A Journey Not
Complete -
Have the
foot steps
been
muddied?

I read the book “A Journey of Sri
Lankans “published & launched recently,
with interest.

Having read the book, I must say
that I concur, whole heartedly with
the sentiments expressed by Shyamon
Jayasinghe in his recent article.

My initial thought, that this book
was a concise document highlighting the
contributions by Sri Lankan emigrants
was largely dispelled, when I read certain
chapters where experiences & incidents
of a trivial nature were documented,
which seem irrelevant in the context of
the publication, and made me wonder
whether publicity seeking was a virtue
that should be admired.

We all in our childhood have had
somewhat bizarre & unusual events
which are generally confined to family
albums.

Having read the book, I keep
wondering ~ whether a  chronicle
such as this, where according to my
understanding Tax Payers’ money have
been used to either wholly or partially
fund the project, should be used to gain
publicity to events of a personal nature.

The experiences of a good doctor,
her trips overseas, what hotel she stayed
in, how much she paid for the airfares, to
be documented in a publication such as
this, in my opinion, is as relevant, as my
mother publishing my baby pictures in
the local paper.

If T were to tell you that I won the
first prize at the ripe old age of four, for
singing “ Ba Ba Black Sheep “ and that
my mother gave me “ Epsom Salt’ every
six months and that I passed two ‘worms’
once, would you be interested ?

‘What I expected from a publication
such as this, were highlights of
contributions made by Sri Lankans who
immigrated to this country, so that our
children & grand children can look back
with pride at our journey into a new way
of life.

In my opinion, with the exception
of a few (only a very few) chapters, this
book has largely failed that expectation.

While I am prepared to stand
corrected, I believe that this book
should be titled “Memoirs of A Few Sri
Lankans”, as equally or more deserving
Sri Lankan expatriates have not
contributed to, or totally been ignored
in, this publication.

By Marina Ediriweera
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