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From page 10 (Religion for peace)

extreme radical sinhala Buddhists is one of
the main causes for the Tamil problem. Are
we interested in quoting truth only when it
suits us ? Are we open to truth as expressed
by others?

Shyamon says that intermarriages are
discouraged and frowned upon by other
faiths. I thought this was a common trait
in all religions. One has to only look at
the marriage columns in the Sri Lankan
newspapers, where cast and religion are very
important considerations in match making in
Sri Lanka. How is it that Shyamon missed
this vital piece of information but could only
see the problem existing in other religions
and cultures?

Shyamon claims that in the 11" century,
war was sanctioned by the Pope. Mate, in
today’s Sri Lanka war is being actively
promoted as being the solution to the
current ethnic problem by religious leaders,
government officers and extreme sinhala
radical groups. He readily sees the Pope as a
war monger but not his own extreme Shalala
radicals.

The article says, children are taught
the superiority of their own religion and the
inferiority of all other religions. Christianity
is a religion that neither says it is superior nor
inferior to other religions. It stands on its
own and measures it’s success not in relation
to other religions but in the degree to which it
is faithful to its central message.

Shyamon quotes Salman Rusdhie in his
article. I think, we need a Rusdhie born
into every religion!! In today’s world we
need to expose the myths, falsehoods, cult
practices preached and practiced by every
religion and the corruption of its priests
bared open to the public and it’s faiths and
doctrines questioned. We need every religion
brought under the microscope and question
its belief systems, practices and theologies.
We can no longer hide truth from a world
that is increasingly becoming very pragmatic
and honest. Will Shyamon promote such
investigatory approach to all religions?

Christianity is one religion where
it’s  books are open for independent
investigations.  It’s doctrines are daily
criticised, questioned and denounced, It’s
priest’s wrongful conducts are investigated
and publicly condemned. Only recently the
catholic church paid millions of dollars as
compensation to childhood victims of rapes

committed by it’s priests. There are scientists
and writers who are well paid to investigate
and report on the truth or not of deeply held
Christian beliefs like the virgin birth and the
Christ’s resurrection. What Rusdhie says is
that the search light should be brought against
all religions. Does Shyamon like the idea?
Rushdie is doing it with Islam and many well
paid researchers are doing it with Christianity.
Will Shyamon encourage public debate and
discussions to determine the truth or not of
other religions, their practices, doctrines and
the conduct of their religious hierarchy? Or,
is it that only other religions are corrupt,
violent and false?!!

It is strange that Shyamon asserts that
in Christianity, children are ‘brainwashed’
at an early age to accept the Christian faith.
I would have thought the opposite was true,
where children are encouraged to question
and debate the Christian faith. It is a religion
that is continuously on the quest for truth and
will openly invite debate and discussions
about it’s doctrines.

Shyamon’s article gave me the
impression that sometimes we seem to think
that everything on the other side is bad and
ugly and that everything on our side is good
and respectful. But conventional wisdom
dictates that good and bad exist in every area
of human activity and endeavour.

We all belong to only one race, the human
race. And we share a great deal in common,
have similar aspirations for our families.
To stereotype a whole section of people or
a religion is to give insult to the aspirations
of the majority who want to live peacefully
with people of all faith. We should be able
to transcend cultural, social, religious and
even historical boundaries and learn to live
in meaningful relationships. Let us learn to
focus on things that unite us and not on things
that divide us.

If Sri Lanka needs peace, then one of
the first things writers and leaders must do
and promote is to recognise the wealth of
knowledge, experience and wisdom that exist
in other cultures, religions and languages and
that these can be and should be harnessed to
build a stable and strong Sri Lanka. But if
these ‘other’ groups are being described as
war mongers, falsehoods, religious poison,
problem God, tribes, brainwashers, divisive
forces, then I am afraid we are already on the
way to conflict and not peace.
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