SRI LANKA MUST
HAVE ITS OWN

DISTINCT CULTURAL

IDENTITY

During a recent visit to my motherland
Sri Lanka, I was again disappointed by how
much the British legacy has transformed
our society into embracing an American-led
“globalisation” attitude that is fundamental-
ly misplaced, irrelevant, and yet embraced
by the social circles in Colombo and else-
where, in their superficial and shallow view
of the world.

Billboards and fashion advertisements
always and invariably depict fair European
faces and television advertisements promote
lifestyles that are unsustainable by the vast
majority of the population. Western values
continue to shape the young generation’s
social aspirations, including dress codes,
music and hair-styles, fashion accessories,
adornments and beauty products.

It shamelessly remains the dominant
paradigm against which social mobility
seems to be measured and evaluated. The
proponents of these industries merely pos-
sess commercial interests, while authorities
seem dependant on industrialists’ and mar-
keters’ goodwill.

Not only are the confused and misled
social classes emulating what seem to be in
vogue in the West, they seem to go to great
lengths to adopt foreign (ie American or Brit-
ish) mannerisms and speech accents which
are totally incongruous and unconnected to
them. Many have never experienced an up-
per-class English education (not that it mat-
ters in the least) but the power and mobility
it provides seems staggeringly alarming.

What their consuls and governors in the
colonies once promoted in the name of the
king or queen of England is stupidly re-en-
acted in the name of corporate profit, where
society gets sucked into it without respon-
sible oversight and duty of care by succes-
sive governments. There needs to be loud
and powerful forces that will help forge a
national identity that does not slavishly fol-
low the trash from the West, if Sri Lanka is
to prosper in its own right.

Lasantha Pethiyagoda

Melbourne, Australia
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Immigration...

We do not just provide Services
We provide Solutions

Don Susantha Katugampala

LL.B {Monash)
Barrister & Solicitor

Accredited Immigratfion Law Specialist

by Law Institute of Victoria
MARN: 9686306

Melbourne:

10, Morrison Place
East Melbourne
Victoria 3002 AUSTRALIA

Tel: 6139650 4557
Interstate Callers: 1300 888 331
Mob: 61 417 851 041

Colombo:

No 1 Ground Floor

Hilton Colombo Residence
(JAIC Hilton T

?OD Union Pld(:le
Colombo 02 SRI LANKA

Tel: 01123006 27
Mob: 94 777 347 670

Dubai:

No 6, Juma Aman Building
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Al Nadha Dubai UAE
Tel: 97 142984588
Mob: 97 1506580841

Email: fairfields.lawyers@bigpond.com
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IMMIGRATION LAWYERS - MELBOURNE %,

We Deliver Results.....




