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those who pray and leave out those who do
not pray or to favour those who pray harder
as against those who pray less hard. It
would have been a capricious and crooked
God who is absorbed in his self-glory to act
that way. Maybe it was the God of the Old
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Furthermore, the gods were factionally
divided. There was the Islamic God,
Allahu Akbar, and there was the
Christian God who was Jesus' father.
How could they then come to an agree-
ment or compromise?

THE ROLE OF
GOD IN THE
ICC CRICKET
WORLD CUP

Testament who was a pretty wicked and
vainglorious character. The fair God would
allow the more suitable players to be win-
ners and ensure a fair playing field rather
than take sides. Surely it would be palpably
unfair to favour someone over a more capa-
ble competitor merely because the former
prayed and the latter did not pray.

Besides, why should God wait to deliver a

result until someone prays to him? If he
does so how can he be a compassionate
and fair super being? This question has
wide application to all decisions in life that
we humans face. We pray, for instance, for
someone to be cured of cancer. Why should
God wait until someone prays to answer the
latter? He could have prevented the cancer
altogether in the first place. | asked this
question when a Christian pastor came up
to me during the time my wife, Malini, was
in her death bed. The pastor told me that it
was all God's plan. Thereupon | countered,
"If it works according to God's plan why pray
at all to him as we are helpless against
God's plan?" The pastor politely took leave
of me and departed, perhaps wishing he
would never have met me.

The problem is that God followers do not
see such inconsistencies and illlogicalities.
They go by the Holy Book. Our cricketers
did the same. Or were they desperate?

MAY 2011

N
1 \ Shyamon Jayasinghe

Graphics - Shanalee

The true situation is that we humans
are a born gullible lot who prefer to
believe on faith and who would accept
reasoned conclusions only in so far as
the latter don't conflict with our faith -
derived beliefs. Internationally
acclaimed intellect Richard Dawkins,
Oxford Professor of Evolutionary
Biology, gave a clue as to how human
beings lean so much on faith: Through
natural selection mankind has
inherited credulity, says Dawkins.
There will, he says, "be a selec-
tive advantage to child brains that
possess the rule of thumb:
believe, without question, whatev-
er you're grown -ups tell you." In this
way Dawkins argued that religious
beliefs became a by product of natural
selection. In other words, the credibility
we all inherited over millennia of years
has extended to accept the beliefs in
God that our parents have implanted in
us during our childhood dependency.

Charles Darwin writing about two hun-
dred years ago said that "....the more
we know of the fixed laws of nature the
more incredible do miracles
become...that men at the time were
ignorant and credulous to a degree
almost incomprehensible by us."

During the years since Darwin we
haven't noticed a dramatic decline in
human incredulousness.
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