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hatred cannot be conquered by hatred. In
other words, what J.R. tried to remind the
world leaders was to avoid using hatred as a
weapon to quell what has arisen as a conse-
quence of hatred. 

It was after this meeting that our J. R.
became a hero of Japan the country devas-
tated by the war. However the Buddha's
words quoted by him at that forum do not
seem to have had a lasting impact on people
who matter in world affairs, i. e. the ones with
power and weapons. Not only have they
taken charge of the World Body, they have
arrog ated to themselves the power of decid-
ing what is good for the world as well. It is in
this context that they consider the value of
individuals and nations in matters that affect
them and the rest of the world. 
How could one say that the old streak of
hatred is not still lingering in their mind? That
is hatred that started with the fall of
Mossadeq of Iran or even the Shah of old
Persia? Are they waiting for another Shah to
appear on the scene before taking Iran as
separate nation standing on its own feet?  
Iran is just one example of this hypocrisy. 
Mahinda Jajapakse went on to remind the
world bosses of a bigger and a better mes-
sage utterly applicable in the current context
of world affairs. He told them about the sim-
ple advice offered to the Licchavi rulers,
advice that would help them to govern in
peace and harmony.   What was relevant

From Page 5 then to the rulers of the republic of
Northern India in Buddha's time is equally,
if not more, to present day world scarred by
war, terrorism and inequality. If the existing
patterns of mistrust and hatred too comes
to play what peace and harmony can the
world hope for? 

'Meet  (or come together) in peace.  
Discuss in peace.

Disperse in peace.'   
Those were the simple words of advice that
he Buddha offered the Licchavi rulers, in
order to ensure good governance and pros-
perity for their people.  

Meeting and discussing in peace is not
possible without respecting the individuality
of each person involved. That calls for the
need to accept them as they are, as sepa-
rate individuals with differing personalities
and views. Mahinda Rajapakse reminded
the Big Powers of another reality which
they seem to either ignore or forget.
Nations of the world, including the small or
less important ones, have their own individ-
ual identities. They have   their own tradi-
tions, life styles, values and standards of
behavior.  'Learn to respect those traditions
and values in dealing with them', he told
them. '

Will they take his advice seriously and
restart the process?  
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