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I met King Wijaya
and Kuveni in
Melbourne

Don't be surprised, that
was in the dancing con-
cert presented by
Visherranga Institute led
by popular dancing
teacher Rasika
Kulasinghe with her well
trained students. The
whole ceremony was
based on Prince Wijaya
and Kuveni's legend
which was extracted from
| Sinhala Mahawansa, or
The Great Chronicle of
-t Sri- Lanka. It is a very
challenging task to recreate a well known
legend that deeply engraved our hearts, and
she did it very successfully with groups of
students aged between 5 years to 20 years.
Even someone who doesn't know this story
can still follow and understand the concept,
because of the way she presented that con-
cept step by step through our traditional
dancing. Rasika and her students performed
it significantly.

| should say something about the costumes
they used for the dances. They designed
them very well to match with the particular

dance item as well as to match with the
particular era. And my self personally, i
could see all of our Sri-Lankan traditional
dancing systems in the concert. We have
three main schools i.e Udarata,
Pahatharata and Saparagamuwa. | saw a
bit of a nice mix up from the above three
segments.

The key roles like Wijaya and Kuveni
were very professional, and some scenes
like when Wijaya exiled Kuveni with her
son and daughter were very emotional.
as previous years Rasika has shown
again her talent and teaching skills. | am
sure most of her students were born and
grown in Australia. But she trained them
as real professional artists.

Also the supportive services, like the
audio visuals used for the dances were
very good. Rasika has gained good sup-
port from audio visual technicians and
other technical team members. As a tradi-
tional dancing concert performed outside
Sri-Lanka or in a country which is out of
that culture, this is a very good and chal-
lenging task, which was managed well.
Whilst wishing you all the best Rasika and
students, | am looking forward for another
successful concert in the future.

Well done Visherranga Academy for
Traditional Sri-Lankan Dancing.

Sunil Jayawardane

Endeavour Hills
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