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“Shhhh Anna, wait” He said sitting her

down on a chair.

“Jai!!” She said playfully

“Okay okay you can open your eyes now”

he removed his hands and allowed her to

see what was in front of her. 

She opened her eyes and saw a huge

cake on the table – with happy birthday

Anna written on it. It was two tiered and

had a beautiful icy white icing on top.

Marzipan flowers were sprawled all over it

surrounded by leaves that were iced on.

She had completely forgotten her birthday!

She turned around and saw Jai smiling

cheekily. She got off the chair and jumped

onto him, hugging him tightly. 

“You remembered!!” 

“I would never forget loser” he said laugh-

ing

Anna punched him playfully and sat back

down on the chair. 

“This looks so yumm! Can I eat some?” 

“Not yet! I have to give you your present”

“Oh? You got me a present?” 

He handed her an envelope and a small

box wrapped in red paper. She loved

presents and felt spoilt like a child.

Steadily she unwrapped the box and

opened it. A pair of beautiful earrings

shone back at her.

“Jai! These look expensive” She said wor-

ried that he had wasted money on her

“Anna, do you like them?”

“Yes offcourse silly! But you shouldn’t

have – You’re so sweet” She said turning

around and hugging him again. 

“Open the envelope” he urged

She opened it slowly without ripping the

edges. She found two tickets to the annual

ball inside. She had always wanted to go

as a child and had on many occasions

expressed an interest to both the guys.

Back then, they had not listened to her but

obviously Jai had remembered! 

“Oh my god Jai!!! You remembered! And

you got tickets! I’m so excited” She started

jumping around doing weird dance moves

pretending to dance with a partner. Jai

went up to her and tapped her gently on

the shoulder.

“May I have this dance?” he said offerings

hand to her. She took it excitedly and they

twirled around randomly. Jai was a very

good dancer and had always been. Anna

on the other had known she couldn’t

dance at all. Raj had taken ball room

dancing in America and had told Anna

over the internet a couple of months ago

that he had won first prize in a competi-

tion. At that time she was shocked,

because it seemed unlike him – shy and

introverted to enter such competitions. 

“Jai?”

“hmmm?”

“You’re not doing all this with hopes are

you?” She asked feeling sad. 

“No – because you’re my best friend Anna,

that’s all – don’t worry, no pressure” he

replied. 

A knock at the door broke their lame

dance routine. She ran to open it feeling

ever so happy. Raj was standing at the

door holding a card. He looked at her and

she forgot where she was, overcome by

her desire for him. \
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fydou .=re;=ñh
fuh jir .Kkdjkg fmr mdi,l my<

mka;shl .=rejßhla uqyqk ÿka isoaêhls' weh 5

jir mka;s Ndr .=re;=ñh jQ w;r kj jif¾

wef.a kj mka;sh bÈßhg meñKs weh .=rejre-

ka fmdÿfõ mjik fndrejla <uqka yd

mejiqjdh' tkï weh mka;sfha <uqka ish¨

fokdgu tl yd iudkj wdorh lrk nj;a

Tjqka ish¨ fokd wehg tl yd iudk nj;ah''''

wef.a fuu jelsh fndrejla ùug wdikak;u

fya;=j jQfha mka;sfha bÈßmi fma,sfha jdä ù

isá fgã kï l=vd orejdh'' iEu Èklu ;u

isrerg jvd úYd, jQ wmsßisÿ weÿï yeo

mdi,g meñfkk Tyq wi,ska ier oyäh .|la

msgjQfha Tyq Èkmld iakdkh fkdlrk ksid úh

hq;=h'' Tyqg ñ;=rka isáfha ke;' úfõl ld,fha

wfkla orejka laÍvd lrk úg fgã isáfha

yqol,dj n,d .;a jk n,df.kh' .=re;=ñhf.a

isf;a uq,ska Tyq ms,sno uo fkdßiaiqula mukla

;snqk kuq;a l,a hdfï§ th j¾Okh jQ w;r

wjidkfha fgã ms,sno ishqï ffjrhla olajd

th jeä ÈhqKq úh' Tyqf.a úNd. marYaK m;ar

mÍCId lsÍu weh uy;a Wkkaÿfjka isÿ l,

w;r r;= mEklska Tyqf.a jerÈ W;a;r úYd,

l;srhlska lmd marYaK m;a;rhg by,ska úYd,

—F˜ wl=rla ±ófuka wehg ishqï i;=gla ±kqks'

mka;sfha iEu isiqfjl=f.au w;S; jd¾;d mÍCId

lsÍu mdif,a kS;shla jqj;a .=re;=ñh is;d u;du

fgãf.a jd¾;d f.dkafka my,gu ±ïfï  Tyq

iu. mej;s ffjrh ksiduhs' kuq;a wjidkfha

weh fgãf.a jd¾;d mÍCId l, úg weh

úYauhg m;a úh'

fgãf.a m,uq jif¾ .=rejßh Tyq ms,snoj ;nd

;sfnqfka fï wdldrfha igykla

—ks;ru iskduqiqj bkak fgã w;s oCI isiqfjla'

;ukag mejfrk jev fldgi fydÈka msßisÿj

ksu lrk Tyq b;du;a hym;a .;s.=K iys;

<ufhla" Tyq jeks isiqfjla mka;sfha isàu

i;=gg lreKla˜

fojk jif¾ .=re;=ñhf.a igyk fï wdldrhs'

—fgã úYsIaG orefjls' mka;sfha wfkla <uqka

w;r Tyq lemS fmfkhs' wfkla isiqka fgãg

fnfyúka maßh kuq;a jir wjidk Nd.fha§

ujf.a frda.S ;;ajh ksid Tyq fnfyúka lïmd-

jg m;a ù we;s nj fmkS hhs'˜

f;jk jif¾ .=re;=ñhf.a igyk fufiahs'

—Tyqf.a ujf.a urKh Tyqg úYd, n,mEula

t,a, lr we;s w;r idudkah ;;ajhg meñkSug

Tyq úYd, f,i W;aiy l,;a Tyqf.a mshdf.ka

Bg iyhla fkdue;s nj fmkS hhs' fuu

;;ajhg blauka ms,shula fkdfhÿjfyd;a

Tyqf.a wèhdmkh lvdlmam,a úh yels bj

uf.a ye.Suhs'

y;r jif¾ .=re;=ñhf.a igyk fï wdldrhs'

—mdi,a lghq;= ms,snoj Tyqf.a Wkkaÿj wju

w;r fndfyda úg mka;s ldurfha§ ksod .kS

fndfyda úg yqol,dj isák w;r hy¨jka

fkdue;'˜

fgãf.a w;S; jd¾;d lshejQ .=re;=ñhg Tyqf.a

;;ajh jegyqkq w;r wehg weh ms,snoj

±kqfka úYd, ,eÊcdjls' ta uq,a mdi,a jdrfha

wjika Èkh w;r Tyqf.a w;S; jd¾;d lsheùug

fu;rï mud ùu ms,snoj weh miq ;ejqks'

mdi,a iïm%odhg wkqj uq,a mdi,a jdrfha wjika

Èkfha iEu isiqfjl=u mka;s Ndr .=re;=ñhg

l=vd ;ahd.hla mß;ahd. L, hq;= w;r fgã

wehg mß;ahd. l, ;ahd.h ÿgq wef.a isf;a

Tyq ms,snoj yg .;a fYdalh ;j;a jeä úh'

wfkla ieu isiqfjlau b;d ,laIK ojgk

fld, j,ska ;Hd. T;d úis;=re f,i tajd ilid

;snQ kuq;a fgãf.a ;Hd.h wj,laIK f,i T;d

;snqfka r`M n%jqka fmam¾ ljrhlsks'

wfkla isiqka bÈßfha weh fgãf.a md¾i,h

újD; l, w;r tys jQ mrK ;d,fha weg ud,h

iy wvla ysia jQ iqjo ú,jqka fnda;,h ÿgq

iuyr isiqka iskd iqfka fgãg iroï lsÍughs'

.=re;=ñh isiqka f.a iskyj je,elajQfha weg

ud,h b;d ,iaik nj mjid th me,§fuks'

iqjo ú,jqka iaj,amhla .,ajd .ekSug;a weh

wu;l lf,a ke;' th weh Ôú;fha ,o fydou

;Hd.h nj weh mka;sh bÈßfha mejiSh'

mdi, wjidkfha wfkla isiqka msg jQ miq

.=re;=ñh ,.g meñks fgã isyska iajrfhka

fufia mejiSh'

—wo ñia ,. wfma wïudf.a iqjo tkafka'''''˜

Tyq mß;Hd. lr ;snqfka Tyqf.a uj mdúÉÑ

lrñka isá iqjo ú,jqka l=mamshla nj wehg

jegyqfka ta fudfydf;ahs'

tÈk mgka .=re;=ñh fgãg úfYaI

wjOdkhla fhduq l, w;r uÈka uo Tyqf.a

iqmqreÿ olaI;d u;= jk wdldrhla fmkqks'

weh Tyqj jv jvd ffo¾hu;a lrk úg

Tyqf.a yelshdjka jv jvd Tm uÜgï jQ

w;r jir wjidkh jk úg mka;sfha isá

olaI;u isiqka f.ka wfhla ùug fgã iu;a

jqkd'

jir wjidkfha Tjqka fjka jQ kuq;a ;j;a

jirla wjidkfha wehg fgãf.ka ,enqkq

,smshl igykaj ;snqfka Tyqf.a Ôú;fha Tyqg

yuq jQ fydou .=re;=ñh weh njhs'

;j;a jir lsysmhlska tjd ;snQ ;j;a

,smshlska Tyq mjid ;snqfka mdi,aa wOHdmkh

wjika njhs' Ôú;fha Tyqg yuq jQ fydou

.=re;=ñh weh nj igyka lsÍug;a Tyq

wu;l lr ;snqfka kE'

ld,h fõ.fhka f.ù .sh w;r ;j;a jir

lSmhlska wehg Tyqf.ka ;j;a ,smshla

,enqkd" Tyq ±ka úYaj úoHd,fha wOHdmkh

,nk nj tys igyka lr ;snQ w;r iqmqreÿ

f,i ;ju;a Ôú;fha Tyqg yuq jQ fydou

.=rejßh weh nj ioyka lsÍug;a Tyq

wu;l lr ;snqfka kE'

;j;a jir lSmhlska Tyqf.ka ;j;a ,smshla

,enqkd' fï jk úg Tyq úoahdfõ§ Wmdêh

wjika lr ;snQ w;r ;j ÿrg;a wèhdmkh

isÿ lrk nj Tyq okajd ;snqkd'

—uf.a Ôúf;a ug yuqjqk fydou .=re;=ñh

Tnhs'˜ lshd igyka lrkakg;a Tyq wu;l

lf,a kE'

;j;a jir .Kkdjlska ,enqkq ,smshlska Tyq

okajd ;snqfka Tyqg yuq jQ Ôjk iyldßh

ms,snojhs'

—uu B<. udfia wehj újdy lr .kakjd'

uf.a ;d;a;d .sh wjqreoafoa ñh .shd' Tyq

ñh hkak l,ska uf.ka b,a,d isáhd újdy

Èkfha uf.a fouõmshka fjkqjg Tnj

iyNd.s lr .kakd f,i' ñia tkjd fkao @

ug Ôúf;a yuq jqk fyd|u .=re;=ñh Tnhs'˜

fï jk úg Tyq wdpd¾h fgã'

.=re;=ñh újdyhg iyNd.s jQ w;r mia jk

jif¾§ fgã wehg ;E.s l, b;d mrK weg

ud,h me,§ug;a ta iqjo ú,jqka .e,aùug;a

weh wu;l lf,a kE' Tyqg jegyqfka ;u

uj meñk isák njla" wehj je,o .;a Tyq

wef.a lkg lr fufia ññkqjd'

—miafjks mka;sfha§ uf.a Ôú;h fjkia

l,dg Tng f.dvla ia;+;shs ñia''''' tod uf.a

wïuf.a mrK weg udf,hs mdúÉÑ lrmq

iqjo ú,jqka fnda;f,hs ;E>s §mq fj,dfõ

tajd mka;sh biairyd w.h lr,d uu

jeo.;a mqoa.,fhla nj ug jgy, ÿkakg

Tng ia;+;shs' tod ;ud uf.a Ôú;fha

jeo.;au oji'''''

—Tnhs u.a Ôúf;a yuq jqk fyd|u .=re;=ñh˜


