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type of duplicity.

Mahinda Rajapakse in his address
made another important observation
which was more of a warning to the big
powers who take upon themselves the
responsibility of punishing wrong-doers
and ushering in peace to the world. He
reminded them of the values and moral
standards that other nations possess
and adhere to. 'Learn to respect such
values and standards in dealing with
them," he said.

This is something that most defenders
of democracy and peace seem to have
lost sight of. Or have they at last come
to a point where it can no more be
ignored? Maybe they have realized the
value of what Mahimnda Rajapakse
tried to tell them. It was not his wisdom,
rather the wisdom passed down by the
great teacher who showed the world the
meaning of compassion and respect for
humanity. Human dignity was something
he wanted everyone to keep in mind
and preserve for the sake of the good
and continued happiness of the world
beings.

One cannot expect all countries to
behave in the same way respecting
other's sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty. There ought to be measures and
avenues to meet such situations without
allowing them to grow into international
issues. The world body known as the
UN was supposedly set up for that pur-
pose, but does it really deliver the
goods? Did or did not the Security
Council approve the invasion of Iraq? Or
did George Bush and took the law into
their hands and carried on regardless?
What did the UN do about it? Didn't it
reluctantly go along with the US approv-
ing everything it did afterwards?

Cannot the international community
afford something more genuine and
more respectable? What is needed is a
machinery or instrument that can handle
all issue, with no pressure being used
by the so-called big powers? Aren't
there enough and more elder statesmen
highly regarded by the world, who can
be called upon to advice and counsel in
situations where things are going out of
control? | would not suggest men of the
caliber of Tony Blair who was behind
George Bush in the Iragi invasion. There
are men and women who do not make a
noise, but are genuinely interested in
world peace and respected by the peo-
ple at the same time. Nelson Mandela
may be too old, but there are who could
be close to him.

Having learnt from the experience in the
desert states, has the US now come
closer to what the Buddha advised in
diplomacy and negotiation? Myanmar is
country well-known for its golden pago-
das. With all the destruction and harass-
ment it has preserved the doctrine of the
Buddha with a large number of monks
practicing the discipline taught by the
teacher. Even the rulers cannot ignore
the monks and their influence on the lay
people. Was this the reason why the US
turned to a more soccer and method of
relating to, its rulers?

Whether this novel approach by the US
is going to work is yet to be seen. We
heard of the nominations being handed
over b y the Aung Saan Souki for the
forthcoming election. What results it will
give too is yet to be seen. All what any
sensible person can hope for is that this
sets a precedent for all international
problems, rather the solution of all inter-
national issues.

That will be a day to remember.
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