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From page 19

embarrassing exception. In fact, if one
could successfully deceive people consis-
tently and achieve financial objectives and
prosperity, others look up to them with
pride. The fact that such vermin are
beneath contempt, by traditional standards
of ethics and morality is ignored or over-
looked. The Buddhist concepts of the noble
eight-fold path “samma kammantha,
samma waayaama” in practice by their kith
and kin are looked down upon as stupidity
and naivety, or a simple lack of opportunis-
tic wisdom, not worthy of credit.

In those days, people who drove vehicles
had respect for others, allowed the person
on the right the right of way, did not use
expletives as the norm, to drive others out
of their path, and certainly did not drive on
the wrong side of the road, expecting
oncoming traffic to slow-down and allow
them to pass whatever vehicle they were
overtaking (often simply for the sake of
overtaking, rather than for any advantage it
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offered, in cutting down travel time).
Pedestrians were never expected to
remove themselves to the roadside drain or
gutter to avoid being run down. How has
self-discipline and the supremacy of the law
been overtaken by might, size of vehicle
and aggression? Who do people look up to,
for direction and example?

Death has become commonplace and
acceptable with resignation and a shrug. To
see a freshly dead person on the street
does not necessarily attract crowds. On the
contrary, people actively leave that area
and avoid the body. By the same token, if
someone is dying or seriously ill in a public
place, is there a responsibility of citizens to
help the person? Death seems preferable
to many, but only as a state of being, rather
than actually having to undergo the
process, as their personal circumstances
become unbearable or grossly unsatisfacto-
ry.

There was a time many years ago, when
the word “Cancer” was mentioned, it sent

shivers down the spine, and people only
whispered it in hushed tones on the rare
occasion that it touched someone’s life.

Notwithstanding that back then, we knew
very little about the disease, what caused it,
how it could be prevented with screening,
and its progress slowed down with proper
lifestyle decisions, there is an extraordinary
situation in Sri Lanka. Cancer is at almost
epidemic levels, with some reporting that it
afflicts one in five persons. People mention
how little children regularly die of it; adults
dying of it after a short battle, with hospitals
sending patients back home saying they
cannot be kept in hospital anymore.

Some years ago, scientists and agricultural
researchers had established beyond doubt,
that chemical fertilisers, weedicides and
insecticides as residual carcinogenic sub-
stances in fruit and vegetables were a pri-
mary cause of nephritis and acute kidney
failure and an array of cancers of the stom-
ach, liver and colon and associated blood
disorders. The addition of “carbide” to accel-

erate the ripening process of fruits, the
spraying of deadly chemicals soon before
harvesting cabbages, carrots, leeks, beans
and even “mallum” leafy vegetables spell
death to an alarming number of innocent
civilians whose choices are severely limited
by circumstances. Many are the “middle
class” who become victims to this insidious
killer. The gross insensitivity and studiedly
callous attitude of those in authority is
remarkable.

| have my doubts if many ordinary people
will live to see the miracle of Asia becoming
a reality. Life expectancy has fallen from
several generations ago. Nutrition levels are
lower than before. People are smaller-made
than several generations earlier. The stray-
dog population is estimated to be a record
three million now. Perhaps their lifestyle has
made them more immune to environmental
hazards. We will wait on experts to make
such an announcement before it can be
actively promoted as an alternative.....
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