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"I Followed My Dream

Chaminda Ehelepola

As far as | could
remember | enjoyed
performing on stage
and | was never shy
to entertain my family
and friends. In front of
an audience | always
felt at home.

My parents migrated
from Sri Lanka to
Perth, Australia in
1977. My mother
came from a musical
family and she knew
the benefits of being
exposed to arts.
Understanding my
innate talent, she
enrolled me into the
Johnny Young Talent
School at the age of
nine where | excelled.
| was unaware that |
was on the correct
pathway until later on
in my life. My first
stage performance was in a school play at the
age of ten. | signed up to be part of the
Hampton Specialised dance High school no
sooner had primary school finished, without
consulting my parents. At that time | had an
intuition that this is what | wanted my life to be.
In high school | had a busy time as | was study-
ing dance and performing a lot in addition to my
normal work. | participated in every school play
and underwent lot of rehearsals in preparation.

| had to manage my time efficiently as in addi-
tion to Dance | was doing Advanced Level
entrance subjects, performing duties as a head
prefect and a member of the school council and
playing in the school Basketball and soccer
teams. Although it was a difficult time in retro-
spective | loved it!

Although | was invited to further my career in
arts through other schools and universities, |
turned them down to study Civil Engineering.
My parental influence reinforced this decision. |
was invited to an audition for the esteemed
WAAPA (West Australian Academy of
Performing Arts) where Hugh Jackman studied
but | did not participate as | had decided to pur-
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sue academic studies. While studying at univer-
sity | started a dance group which flared into
success in a short period of time. My group
danced with Micheal Jackson’s choreographer
during the Dangerous tour and performed at
numerous music festivals and various other
events in Perth.

Although | graduated in engineering my heart
was with performing arts. After careful consider-
ation | decided to follow my dream which made
me happy and satisfied. | travelled to London to
pursue dancing and then moved to Sydney to
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focus on acting. My first job was in Westside
Story as Chino. | loved the stage where | was
happy and felt at home. After this | performed in
numerous TV commercials including Nescafe,
Yellow Pages and Reliance.

| got several opportunities to perform on the sil-
ver screen in popular Australian TV shows such
as All Saints, Sea Patrol, LAID, Comedy Inc and
more. | also starred as a doctor in “The
Surgeon” which featured Sam Worthington from
Avatar. | also performed in a Sri Lankan minis-
eries called Rangana Vijithaya, produced by my
parents, | was very happy to perform with them
but my Sinhalese wasn’t very good and when |
spoke, the Sri Lankan crew laughed at my
“unique” Sinhalese!

| am currently acting as Joseph (Sri Lankan

refugee) in the television drama series “The

Straits” which is being currently broadcasted in
ABC every Thursday at 8.30pm. It was a great
role with filming in Cairns and the Torres Strait
Islands. | pinched myself when we were flying
over the Great Barrier Reef in privately chartered:
planes to some exotic location. “The Straits” is a3
dark comedy about a criminal family in far north :
Queensland.
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| believe my
story is not the
norm for an
Australian Sri
Lankan.
Although | had a
degree in Civil
Engineering, |
followed my
dream in the
performing arts.
The pathway
was not easy,
especially in
Australia, often
due to lack of
opportunity for
ethnic actors. |
have chosen not
be deterred by these but to move forward with
perseverance. | truly believe that everyone
should follow their passion to gain self-satisfac-
tion. My mentor was Venerable Ajhan
Brahmawanso who gave me the knowledge to
understand the reality of life, perseverance and :
patience amidst many difficulties to achieve the :
goal. As an actor | am a very content and happy :
which | consider is the most important thing in
life.
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Wonderland Cafe

@$¢0Cfa (String Hoppers)
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White / Red String Hoppers for Bulk Orders *
String Hoppers for Parties & Functions*

Catering for Parties, Functions
& Special Occasions *

* Impress your guests with a memorable treat...

* Exquisite Sri Lankan cuisine with unforgettable tastes
* We offer a wide range of Rice & Curries to select from.
Visit Wonderland Cafe web site (party catering page)

for a selection of fabulous rice & curries.

* Conditions Apply and Minimum Order Quantities Apply

Phone: (03) 9701 0005 or 0416 457 359

Wonderland Cafe, 4/52 Outlook Drive
Dandenong North, Vic 3175 (Melway Ref. 81 E9)

www.wonderlandcafe.com.au




