Anna sat on her bed later that night feeling

extremely angry. What the hell was Raj

doing with another woman during the time
he was meant to be teaching her? She felt

a little betrayed that he was even with

another woman, but she didn’t want to be
a crazy jealous girl so she shrugged that

feeling off.

Raj arrived home a little after ten.

“How was your appointment?” His mother

called out from the kitchen
“It was fine Maa”
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They travelled great distances to be together, broke through barri-
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“Raj, there’s something you're not telling

me

“Maa, there’s nothing — stop worrying” Raj
said as she walked toward his room. He
walked passed his deceased fathers framed
photo on the way and felt a tinge of guilt,
the same guilt he felt every day. He also felt
bad for missing the dance lesson; he hadn’t
even called Anna to cancel. He decided to
ring her.

After trying for a little while he gave up. She
wasn'’t picking up. He knew why, she was
probably angry at him for standing her up.

ers to love one another but will destiny force them apart?

He would go to see her the next morning he
thought. He felt tired and a little hopeless that
night as he lay in bed unable to sleep. He
hadn’t received the update he had yearned By

for. Shanali
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A novel

Anna woke up the next morning and saw Raj
sitting on the side of her bed. She pretended
to sleep more so he would eventually give up and
leave.

How can [ make it up to you?
“I'm going to kill whoever let you into
the house”

“l know your awake, | saw your eyes open” he said ,
gently “That would be your mum

“Dam” Anna cursed under her breath, hoping he had ‘'™ going to tell both parents never
heard. to let you in!”

“Anna, please give me a chance —
“Anna I'm really sorry for not coming last night, | I'm trying so hard to make it up to

know | should have called — but something big came YU
up’ “Yea sure”

“I'm really sorry Anna” He said again
feeling bad.

“Yea whatever” She dismissed him. She couldn’t
think of anything else to say.

“I'm really sorry” “I said OKAY now leave!”

He felt hopeless and tired. A sudden
bout of dizziness caught him by sur-
prise and he held his head for a cou-
ple of seconds. He looked at her,
lying under her covers with her eyes

“| said whatever” she snapped

“Anna You're still so very angry”

“OH really? How did you know?” She replied sarcas-
tically.
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closed. She hadn't seen.

“I'll do anything to make it up — | had
a really important appointment”

S5eBG SHND 26 608 6esENE) VO & @ome DB DemEed et BB 5omdneE 6OCRVS ®IND BBODE @R gd & ednedS

226563 € YIS O BeBe HBOG LENEDLOGE Se3Ded] DBBOE BwdeiDed & etdrsdn. 68 D& ade3d) Hesns.

., ¥

i

24 FEBRUARY 2013

“What was the appointment?”
“Nothing big”

“You said it was really important, go
on tell me”
“I can’t”

“I know why you can’t’
“Why?”

“You tell me one day you love me
then the next your sitting at a restau-
rant with another woman, how can
you possibly make that sound good”

“What? No! Anna”
“Oh stop it!” she snapped.

“Anna, I'm serious — that wasn’t the
appointment | had to attend, that
was an unexpected hassle that | had
to handle”

“What was this hassles name?”
“Mahi”

“What! You were out with HER?”
“She’s been calling my house and |
had to sort it out”

“What did you sort out then?”

“She wanted to try our relationship
again — and | said NO” he added
quickly seeing the look on her face.
“Still doesn’t explain why you ditched
me — why you couldn’t even call me
to let me know” She felt angry and
wanted to take it out on him in some
way.

“That was entirely my fault. | got dis-
tracted and | know I'm in the wrong”
“What distracted you?”

“Something that may have changed
both our lives — but it's gone now, no
more distractions”

“Stop talking in this cryptic manner!
What is with you — you’re hiding so
many things from me!”

to page 25
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