
41
www.sannasa.com

zzfckr,af.a mlafIg w¨;a Pkao

mokula we;sfj,d uyd rcdfKks'

wdik myhsZZ

zzyaïZZ

zzW;=f¾ fou< Pkao mokfï ;=fkka

follau fou< ikaOdfkg'ZZ

zzyaïZZ

zzlÿlf¾ Pkao moku;a f;dKavghs" È.ïnrhghsZZ

zzyaïZZ

zzck;d úuqla;s fmruqK lshkjd taf.d,a,kaf.a Pkao mokfu;a fjkila fj,d

ke;s¨ZZ

zzb;sx fudlo@ Th wfma Pkao moku;a wvqfj,dhe@ jeäfj,d ñi'ZZ

ta fudk Pkao mokulao uy rcdfKksZZ

zzwehs nx fudk w¿.=;af;arelï flrej;a ue;sjrKhla ;shk ;shk .dkg

wmsgu Pkafo fok ''' ''' lejqï lKav fhdaohkaf.a Pkao moku' tal fï mdr;a

Th wmQrejg jevlr,d ;sfhkafka' fyya fyya fyyaZZ

iskqjßka fodrg jeä 
—isis, .S˜

ksõ ijq;a fõ,aifha

ixia:dms; isxy, ixi-

alD;sl yuqjg wkqnoaOj

msysgqjd we;s f,aLl

ixioh u.ska ksIamdokh

l< —isis, .S˜ ixhqla;

;eáfha fodrg jeãfï

Wf<, miq.sh Tlaf;dan¾

ui úis fjksod ldi,a

ys,a ys § W;aijdldrfhka

mj;ajkakg fhÿ‚'

isxy, .S úis follska

iukaú; fï .S ;eáfha

wvx.= ish¿u .S; mo

rplhska úis fofofkl=

f.a f.ah mo rpkfhka o"

ix.S;{hska yh fofkl=

f.a iajr ks¾udKfhka o"

.dhl .dhsldjka úis wg

fofkl= f.a .dhkfhka o

iukaú;h' fï ish¿ fokd

isâks kqjr wm w;r

fjfik wfmau wh ùu —

isis, .S˜ .S; iuqÉPfha

úfYaI;ajhhs' 

fï .S ;eáh ksIamdokh

f,aLl ixiofha ysgmq

iïnkaëlrK f,alï u,S

Èidkdhl f.a jHdmD;s

l<uKdldÍ;ajfhka

isÿjq‚'

fuys oelafjkqfha isis, .S

fodrg jeãfï

W;aijfha úúO

wjia:d lSmhls'

igyk- risl

iQßhwdrÉÑ 

PdhdrEm- uOqr

Èidkdhl

About 5 decades ago, there was a time

when violence against women in the pri-

vacy of their homes was different, excusa-

ble or even deserved and that the woman

was always found fault.

In the latter 70s and early 80s, there was a

sudden awakening in the society with the

knowledge that domestic violence exists.

The liberation of women and their accept-

ance in the workplace as equal partners,

and in life, domestic violence came to be

seen as a crime with which the society can-

not condone.

The gradual but speedy skyrocketing to

great heights, domestic violence has in-

deed become a threatening danger to the

society despite the efforts of the govern-

ment and relevant voluntary agencies to

halt the trend.   Sexual and domestic vio-

lence will certainly have a tremendous neg-

ative effect on women and children.

Among the measures Sri Lanka has

adopted to tackle these social problems

are:

The Domestic Violence Act of 2005; signing

of the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights 1948 and the Vienna Declaration on

the Elimination of Violence against Women

1993; Reaffirmation of its commitment at in-

ternational level to address the gender-

based violence; the setting up of the Forum

against Gender-Based Violence (GBV) in

2005 to facilitate greater co-ordination and

understanding, and sharing of information

and resources and strengthening multi-sec-

toral responses to GBV,  the membership of

the forum being broad-based including local

and international NGOs, UN Agencies,

donor agencies, and government represen-

tation; the establishment of the Ministry of

Women’s Affairs in 1983; Adoption of the

Women’s Charter in 1993, setting stan-

dards to be observed  in seven broad areas

including right to protection from gender-

based violence, and also setting up of the

National Committee  (NCW)  in 1993; One-

Stop-Crisis -Centres (OSCC) in government

hospitals; Women’s Desks at most police

stations in the country; the Ministry of Child

Development and Women’s Empowerment

(MoCDWE) to support establishment of a

data unit and a national GBV data base dis-

aggregated by gender, sex, age, ethnicity,

and  location.   

Domestic violence is, no doubt, a social and

community problem which cannot be solely

attacked or dealt with by the efforts of the

government and the few voluntary agencies.

It is up to every public-spirited person in the

community to play a significant role by

speaking publicly and denouncing the prob-

lem and creating an awareness of the issue

in the community, to provide physical and

emotional assistance for the victims to get

back on their feet, and to offer cooperation

and assistance to the police to make their

jobs easier and more effective and expedi-

tious.

Whipping and death penalty for the offenders

found guilty have been raised by some politi-

cians in their desperate attempts to reduce

sexual domestic violence of women and chil-

dren.  Although their concerns are under-

standable as such laws and punishment are

now in force in some countries, yet it has to

be realized that deterrents alone cannot

solve the problem.

It is necessary to take precautionary meas-

ures to warn potential perpetrators and serial

or repeat offenders by establishing and main-

taining a list of such offenders with their

names and addresses, the nature of the of-

fences committed, the dates, and details of

punishment.  It may also be necessary to es-

tablish a centralized database to share the

information so that the offenders could be

identified and the police intervene before sit-

uations escalate into incidents.  If there is a

common register of offenders, the police can

have access to the information in the register

and track the offenders.

The list should be made available at every

police station, and in offices of Provincial and

District Councils, Post Offices and similar in-

stitutions.  The list, which needs to be kept up

to date, should be published in the print

media periodically so that the general public

living closer to the offenders can take precau-

tions to protect their children.

Besides the list acting as “naming and sham-

ing” the offenders, it will also be effective as a

greater deterrent to repeat offenders and po-

tential perpetrators.

Time to crack down on sexual
and domestic violence

Domestic violence is, no doubt, a
social and community problem
which cannot be solely attacked or
dealt with by the efforts of the gov-
ernment and the few voluntary
agencies.


