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‘Before you finish eating your breakfast
this morning, you’ve depended on half
the world. ...we aren’t going to have
peace on earth until we recognise this
basic fact.

(Martin Luther King)

What we purchase today from our local
market could be affecting someone and
their country located on the other side of
the world. Every time we purchase some-
thing for a cheap price we have to ask our-
selves how someone could afford to sell
this product for such a low price. We have
to reduce the amount we consume and
buy products ethically by being aware of
how, who and where the product may be

created. As a nation we have to
be aware as consumers of how
the product has been created and
delivered to us to truly have
peace on earth.

“Globalization is a social and cul-
tural process in which individuals
of different cultural backgrounds
interact with each other in all
spheres of life more intensively
than before.” This means that
dues to globalization we are able
to connect with someone on the
other side of the world. This easy
connection is also resulting in the
increase of trade between coun-
tries. We depend on at least 2
other countries other than our own to sur-
vive and that is why globalisation has
largely impacted the way in which we live
today. Globalization is often very benefi-
cial in today’s world but there are nega-
tive aspects that come with it. Due to
globalization the choices that we make
here at home affect multiple people
across the world; we must make ethical
choices to create happiness for every-
one.

Our world economy is spread out in a
way that the rich depend on the poor. The
inequality in wealth distribution has re-
sulted in over consumption in some coun-
tries while others are controlled by cheap
labour just to accommodate our needs.
Australia’s economy is created in a way
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that makes us dependant on foreign trade.
Australia’s reliance on other countries has
nearly doubled since 1960 with the depend-
ence of Malaysia the most out of all the other
countries in Asia. Malaysia is Australia’s ninth
largest trading country and Australia depends
on Malaysia for crude oil, computers & Parts,
TV’s and Radio’s, Telecoms Equipment, Fur-
niture, mattresses & cushion, Fats and Oils,
Electronic integrated circuits, Machinery &
transport equipment and chemicals. When
we are depending on countries to produce
goods for us for a cheap price we have to
recognize that when we buy certain products
as consumers we are welcoming foreign
cheap labour. It is shown that in average
around 80% of the products that an average
Australian own is made by cheap labour.

Our dependence on globalisation is also re-
sulting in the destruction of our environment.
Australia which is not in a high demand for
exports has already lost 90% of our native
forest wood destroying Australia’s natural
heritage. By not being aware of how our
products are created we are choosing to de-
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stroy our habitat. About 95% of the world’s
traded goods are moved by maritime trans-
port, which in turn causes about 5% of the
globe’s sulphur oxides and 14% of the
world’s nitrogen oxide emissions. Although
Malaysia is growing largely in the face of the
world’s industries the environment of this
“Asian tiger” has been hit hard. Malaysia
faces problems of deforestation, pollution of
inland and marine waters, soil and coastal
erosion, overfishing and coral reef destruc-
tion, along with air pollution, water pollution
and the problem of waste disposal.

As modern day consumers living in a world
where globalisation is striving and the de-
mand for cheaper products are increasing we
have to become more aware about what we
consume. By consuming certain products you
are encouraging cheap labour, environmental
degradation and the uneven distribution of
wealth. We have to purchase something
knowing that your product will not cause any
harm somewhere else in the world and only
then will there be peace in the world.




