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Nowadays Australian have gone into a ‘political correctness’
frenzy where everyone has become more careful about their
language and taking more caution in order to filter it so that
they are not offending anyone. The use of politically correct
language has allowed us to combat discrimination and con-
verse about topics which may have otherwise made people
uncomfortable to bring up. However it may also hinder the

oneself to got to the bathroom the politically correct
statement “may | got to the toilet” would be used over
the more explicit and direct “I| need to go poo”. Although
politically correct terms may be more dense and ‘ugly ‘in
nature it is better to use them than accidently offending
someone. As mentioned by Polly Toynbee “inelegance
is better than bile” which means that it is better to sound
bad compared to acting in an offensive manner.

By using Politically Correct Language we are covering
up realities and therefore we may not be taking the nec-
essary actions required, as a result of this we may be
actually offending those who we are trying to protect.
For an example the politically correct term for someone
who is blind is “visually impaired” which is also the same
term used for someone who may have bad eyesight and
has to wear glasses. By doing this we are watering
down the difficulties and requirements of those who are
blind. If we link this back to George Orwell’s idea of lin-
guistic determination if we call someone ‘visually im-
paired’ we automatically connect them with someone
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ability for people within the community to effectively commu-
nicate with each other as it does not directly address an issue
and may actually cover the truth.

Language shapes thought and thought shapes action, so if
we rid our language of discriminatory terms then we are ulti-
mately ‘cleaning’ our society of discriminatory language. In
George Orwell’s ‘Politics and the English language’ he intro-
duced the idea of ‘linguistic determination’ where he argued
that “English is full of bad habits....If one gets rid of these bad
habits one can think more clearly.” This means that if we do
not speak using offensive terms, then our thoughts and ac-
tions would also not be discriminatory in nature, and therefore
we are taking steps to prevent prejudice and improving social
harmony. The most effective way to avoid using offensive lex-
emes is to use politically correct language which promotes
equality and censors any phrases which are degrading in na-
ture.

Politically Correct language allows us to communicate about
taboo topics( which are topics that are generally considered
inappropriate in certain contexts) in the public platform with-
out offending others. There are many topics that people are
uncomfortable talking about and when communicating with
strangers we do not know what their capacity is in terms of
conversing about different subjects and therefore we can use
politically correct language to talk about possible taboo areas
without being straightforward and explicit. For example peo-
ple may find the semantic field of bodily functions to be un-
comfortable to discuss and so therefore when excusing

who needs glasses and therefore may not provide them
with adequate assistance that they require. Ben O’'Neil
comments that “by supressing information, the term ac-
tually encourages us to ignore any special needs a per-
son has.” And “only by recognising the term as a
euphemism and by making a separate (non-verbal)
identification of the actual characteristics of the person
under consideration can we act appropriately and sensi-

tively.” This means that through our use of politically cor-
rect language we may be overlooking the extent to which a
person needs our support which would ultimately hinder
social harmony. However in order to be a good citizen and
avoid this we must look past the terms given to certain
taboo topics and see it for what it is and take actions ac-
cordingly.

Politically correct language has been instilled as a part of
our vocabulary since we were young in order to avoid dis-
crimination and offending others. However these phrases
that we have rote learned may actually mean that we are
not taking appropriate actions because we are covering up
what is actually happening and presenting it in a way
which is more ‘public friendly’.
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