self to charges of cover-up
for favours granted.

Other Aspects

There is another aspect to
this. How did Ravi get the
money to pay for the pent-
house? The Inland Rev-
enue Department, comes
under the Minister of Fi-
nance. Why did this de-
partment not question Ravi
‘ wife, Mela, how he got
the money. Isn’'t there an-
other big conflict of interest
here to continue to be in
charge of that department?
We also know that Ravi
Karunanayake made a
fuss about been suddenly
transferred from that port-
folio. Why did he want to
cling on to that?

Again, from the point of
view of public taste, the
greed of the
Karunanayakae family for
luxury living becomes
questionable in a country
where over 75 per cent of
the people are poor and
struggling. Are these ap-
propriate values to be dis-
played by public figures?

Conclusion

It is abundantly clear that
the whole transaction
opens the former Minister
of Finance and present
Minister of Foreign Affairs
to very serious charges of
corruption. The Commis-
sion and courts will decide
on that, but we can con-
clude on ethical grounds
that the Minister acted
most inappropriately and
has lost all credibility to re-
main a Minister of a yaha-
palanaya government. He
cannot function even as
Minister of Lotteries or
Minister of Sugar. The ya-
hapalanaya movement, for
which | have written to
public media so profusely,
cannot agree to Ravi con-
tinuing as Minister. Keep-
ing him in cabinet would
seriously tarnish the public
images of President
Sirisena and Prime Minis-
ter Ranil Wickremasinghe
in such a way that they will
not be able to take the ya-
hapalanaya program for-
ward.

It is another matter that the
very fact that investigators
now, unlike during Ra-
japakse rule, invade the
person of powerful political
figures is a most refreshing
outcome of yahapalanaya.

sjturaus@optusnet.com.au
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