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| believe that an education is one of the
most valuable things that a human can
receive. A proper education can allow
someone to discover their strengths
and weaknesses and then use what
they have gained to benefit themselves
as well as everyone else. Through
what we learn we can pave a pathway
for our future, and if we are not satis-
fied with our living conditions we can
make a better life for ourselves. In a
country like Australia there are so
many ways for us to get a good educa-
tion, there are countless opportunities
for students. However, in other coun-
tries children may not have access to a
proper school or education system and
therefore they may yearn what we take
for granted.

South Sudan was ranked as the coun-
try with the lowest literacy rate. In 2013
it was estimated that the country’s pop-
ulation was 11.3 million with a literacy
rate of 27%. On the other hand, a de-
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veloped country such as Australia has
a literacy rate of 99%. This shows how
lucky we are in Australia, where nearly
everyone has access to an education.
Yet, statistics like this should also open
our eyes to the conditions of those liv-
ing in countries which are still develop-
ing, where a proper school may cost
too much and therefore many children
may not be able to afford schooling. To
create a world where every human
being has equal opportunities and are
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not discriminated based on their gen-
der, where they are born or what socio-
economic status they were born into,
we must first lay down the foundations
by making sure that every child has the
opportunity to go to a school and learn
to read and write. The UN has strived
to achieve universal primary education
which would mean that literacy rates all
around the world would increase and
therefore more people would gain the
basic communication skills to col
higher education and get a job.
would lead to an end in the
cycle because as more people get a
job and earn an income they will be
able to improve their living conditions
and create a more comfortable life f
themselves. z

We know firsthand how vala

skills we learned at school are, and
therefore we should also o our
hearts and help provide the same edu
cation to others who have not been
able to learn what we had.
Whether we give donations
or spread awareness we
should work to bring literacy
rates around the world to as
close as possible to 100%.
We are a global community
and therefore we should look
out for each other and make
sure that everyone is able to gain a
proper start to their life. As people that
are able to easily attend school and
learn about any subject that we wish,
we should be grateful and not waste
this opportunity. Going to school should
not be seen as a chore, but instead
should be seen as a vital stepping
stone to achieving our dream job and
living the life that we always wanted.
We should use every resource that we
have available to us and make the
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most of what we have.

When we learn something, we grow a
little bit more, we become a bit more
wiser and we are able to understand a
bit more of what is happening around
us. Education provides the platform for
future development and in order to see
global growth and the elimination of
poverty, everyone must be able to ac-

cess basic education regardless of
where they reside. Progression is
slowly being made and | believe that in
the future every child will have the abil-
ity to go to school and learn.

“Education is the most powerful
weapon which you can use to change
the world.”- Nelson Mandela
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