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2016 has come to an end and now we have
started to set foot into our year long journey
in 2017. The past year has been one of
many ups and downs, some days we would
rejoice and on others we would be over-
whelmed by grief. Nevertheless, we have
grown a year older together, we have be-
come wiser and better people. | hope we
have an amazing year in 2017 by bringing
with us all the joy and happiness of 2016,
but leaving all the negativity and the sorrow
behind.

In 2016 we witnessed the 31st Olympiad
which was held in Rio. Many great men and
women who had trained for years could fi-
nally show off their skills in respective
sports. The Olympics is a symbol of peace
and good sportsmanship on a global level.
This idea of peace was highlighted when a
gymnast from North Korea and a gymnast
from South Korea took a picture together.
This is symbolic as it proves that even
though there may be a history of hostility
between different kinds of people we are
still able to move forward and consolidate a
more peaceful relationship with one and an-
other. The Olympics were also a great suc-
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cess for Australian athletes who took home
a total of 29 medals (8 gold, 11 silver and
10 bronze). In 2016 there was also extraor-
dinary progress being made in the medical
field as a new drug was discovered which
may provide a cure to HIV AIDS and other
dangerous infections. Another thing that
happened in 2016 which should be cele-
brated is that the ‘World Health Organisa-
tion’ declared that Sri-Lanka was malaria
free. Sri-Lanka had previously been a coun-
try which had been suffering from many
malaria related incidents, however there
has been progress and it had been
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recorded that there had been no malaria re-
lated incidents in the country for the past
three and a half years, and has ultimately
been declared a malaria free nation last
year. In 2016 we saw artists such as Bey-
oncé and Bruno Mars ta music
charts and provide us with i
music. You could say that 2016
where there was progress and innova
in all fields.

Although there were many positive things
that happened in 2016, there were also

events which resulted in many innocent
people suffering and being causalities. |
hope that as we go into 2017 we will re-
member those who lost their lives and
make sure that nothing like these eﬁrﬂS
happen again. In 2017 let's work as a
global community to make sure that no
human caused tragedies (such as those
which occurred in 2016) happen again.
In 2017 | hope that we experi-
ence more achievements than
failures, but even if we are faced
with difficulties | hope that all of
us find the strength to get up and
overcome any hardships. This
year | look forward to more great
scientific progressions that could
work towards saving many more
lives. | anticipate the new inven-
tions that will come about in this coming
year, whether it be the advancement of new
technology and infrastructure or the cre-
ation of something completely different. |
cannot wait to listen, read and see the
amazing works of artists that have put their
effort into projects that we will be able to
witness this year. | look forward to the new
projects that will come about in 2016 that
work towards improving the living condi-
tions in the world. However, | mostly look
forward to the reconciliation that will occur
in 2017, which will work towards ending the
violence and bringing forth times of peace

and happiness for all.

| hope that everyone had an amazing 2016
and has an even better 2017. Let us all
work hard to achieve all our aspirations and
goals that we have set for ourselves and
let’s live this year to the fullest so that when
we reflect upon it we have no regrets. |
hope that this year you all are surrounded

by those who you love so that every day
may be filled with happiness. Although
there may be tough times, keeping looking
forward and make 2017 a year to remem-
ber.

Wishing you all a safe and happy 2017!
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