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Vision for present-day imm

Migration is not new. It has happened
from times immemorial. In fact, it is Homo
sapiens or the modern human beings, who
evolved in Africa about 200,000 years ago,
as a result of an alarming climate change.
Like their contemporaries, Neanderthals
and Denisovana, they were food gather-
ers, hunters, and evolved behavioural pat-
terns to respond to the challenges to their
survival in unsuitable environments.

Pre-historic Homo sapiens not only used
stone tools but they specialized in making
tools such as bows and arrows, spear
throwers, fishhooks and harpoons, and
even sewing needles. With the extinction
of animal life, they made a dramatic transi-
tion to food growing and bringing about a
change in surroundings and leading to a
settled life. Villages became towns, towns
became cities, population expanded,
boundaries and borders were broken, and
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the spread of people to neighbouring coun-
tries began on a mass scale to take out the
pressures of life; witnessing an amazing
turning point in the history of life on the
planet.

Homo sapiens from Southeast Asia trav-
elled to Australia about 60,000 years ago.
They came by boats or rafts as Australia
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was not connected to Southeast Asia by
land. They were the first Australian Aborig-
ines. Some reached the Japanese Islands
about 30,000 years ago, and some mi-
grated to into North-eastern Siberia and
then to North America via the Bering Plain, ™
about 20,000 years back. The interconti-
nental land between Siberia and Alaska
was a result of sea levels dropping up to
450 feet during the final cold period of the
last ice age, demarcating the Old and the
New World human evolution.

The significant consequence of human mi-
gration into new regions was the extinction
of animal species indigenous to those
areas, causing an imbalance in the eco-
system between animals and their prey.
People, however, switched on to smaller
animals and plants for their survival.
Migration also caused denser and larger
populations and spread of highly conta-
gious diseases such as tuberculosis,
small pox, influenza among the commu-
nities and wiped out a higher percentage
of the people. That was the reason why
people chose countries with better and
healthier climate conditions, advanced
technology and medical sciences, oppor-
tunities for learning and employment
when they sought migration. What direc-
tion human evolution will take in the future
cannot be determined, but it is certain that
we will continue to evolve until we reach
the point of extinction.

The process of present-day migration is no
different to the objectives and aspirations
of our forefathers, and we should not look
at this burning issue now in our midst with
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a squint or crossed-eye.

According to the United Nations, the num-
ber of international migrants — persons liv-
ing in a country other than where they
were born — reached 244 million in 2015, a
41 per cent increase compared to 2000.
This figure includes 20 million refugees.

It is sad to learn that only a small percent-
age of the world’s most vulnerable
refugees such as survivors of torture, un-
accompanied female refugees at risk of
sexual abuse in refugee camps, and les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transsexual
refugees who are at risk of persecution
even after leaving their countries, are con-
sidered eligible for resettlement in 2017.
The UN High Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR) expects to resettle only about
170,000 out of 1.19 million refugees.
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Migration has now become a complex and
difficult problem to solve easily as some un-
scrupulous persons are trafficking people to
affluent countries for business gains. Most
of them are women and young girls who are
either pushed to work as house-maids or
prostitutes.

There is also another category of economic
migrants who undertake perilous journeys in
boats to enter other countries for greener
pastures.

It is imperative that the UN undertake a sur-
vey of these countries and evolve a program
to reduce or eliminate these illegal migra-
tions as well.




