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From Page 17

Ethnic Parochialism

To the ordinary people, however, life
would be the poorer for all this narrow
ethnic nationalism or parochialism.
Sri Lanka is drowning in parochialism
as the island people are being
swayed by greedy politicians to
avoid thinking, “Sri Lankan.” As a
community, our internal tribal differ-
ences are being exploited. Fear-mon-
gering stories like the recent one in
Ampara are be-ing privately touted
and disseminated by politicians.

The demographic reality is that Sri
Lanka is sustainable as a unified
state, only on the assumption of its
multi-cultural reality. The three com-
munities must learn to live together.
Sinhala nationalism will end in geno-
cide and in the balkanisation of the is-
land into separate parts. Sampanthan
stated prophetically a few days ago:
“Pohottuwa (election symbol of the
Sinhala Nationalists) will bloom into
Eelam!” Like it or not; it is the truth.

Material Condition of Poverty

There is a causative link between

parochial nationalism and the state of
the economy. It is all a vicious cycle
since the poverty of the people would
necessarily induce such parochialism.
In Australia, we have a prosperous
and growing economy that leaves the
sky of opportunity open to anyone and
all. Hence, some165 ethnic groups get
along together. Tensions are quickly
sorted out. There is room for every-
one. On the contrary, Sri Lanka has a
claustrophobic economy with little
room for all. Being import-dependent
and debt-driven, its economy is struc-
turally weak and vulnerable. In such a
stifling context, groups turn against
each other in a tribal blood- let. Dog
eating dog; birds grabbing from
birds.This is Sri Lanka’s current plight
in a nutshell.

Karl Marx has given us great insight
here:

“Itis not the consciousness of men
that determine their being, but, on the
contrary, their social being that deter-
mines their consciousness.” Mind is
not the forerunner; material conditions
are.

sjturaus@optusnet.com.au
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WARNALEGAL

Justice for all

/arnalegal.com  (§) warnalegall

TO LET
MOUNT WAVERLEY
GRANNY FLAT,

Standalone one BR unit with ameni-
ties and parking.
Separate entrance and
service connections.

Suits a couple. $230 p/w,
Text: 0423304673




