oo

the program is finding after a proper
investigation. Politicians in Australia
scare to this program as 99% of
Australian population trust on the
information given in the program.
Many information in investigative
journalism report are not results of
proper investigations.

Many NGO people talk about right to
access information from the govern-
ment. As the government is represent-
ed by people, it has right to secretly
keep various type of information for
the interest of people. The internation-
al freedom of information accepts that
the contents of various conventions,
agreements and discussions need to
keep secret of confidential. Trading
banks primarily accept that without a

court order they cannot disclose the
information relation to a customer
account to a third party. Many journal-
ists wrongfully consider that they can
access to any information disregarding
the government right to protect such
information. Academics of Sri Lanka
have an idea that the country needs to
re-educate media people and develop
right policies to protect the demo-
craticrights of people considering the
accountability of media people. Many
civil society activists don't openly talk
about the accountability part of media.
The language used in reporting too
significant aspect of media freedom.
Many social media websites use
unacceptable languages such as flash
language, Cockney and swearing
words. However, newspapers espe-

cially The Australian newspaper uses
formal English without dirty language.
It is difficult to blame print media in Sri
Lanka; social media is carrying lots of
unacceptable swearing words with a
view to insulting various people.
There is an intense competition be-
tween media organizations especially
the competition among TV channels,
which need to attract more viewers

to obtain advertisements. The com-
mercial purposes of media organi-
zation would not warrant to publish
fabricated lies to the community and
make profit out of such lies misleading
people. In this environment Sri Lanka
needs reconsidering media freedom
and develop policies that will support
to litigate media firms.

MARCH 2019
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The use of social mediain Sri Lanka
has become a serious sickness to insult
others and there is no responsibility of
users. | have seen that an actor, who is
amember of the parliament uses his
face book page spread lies and fabri-
cate information with a view to insult-
ing people. Many use Sinhala language
for posting ideas and views and the
language used by many are wild lan-
guage that should not be used in public.
As aresult of irresponsible behaviour
of the users of social media, which has
become a highly untrusted media. It is
really going against the expectation of
inventors of social media.

How can change this situation?
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